
 
Benefits of the Urban Forest and 

Tree Selection 

Tree benefits improve with age! 

Select Resilient, Native Species vs  
Non-Native Species 

Gumbo Limbo 

Hardwood vs. Palm (more          
environmental benefits) 

Live oak Christmas Palm 

Select Quality Material 

Refer to “Florida Grades and Standards for Nursery Plants 2015” 
and FUFC “Right Tree, Right Place” document for help with spe-
cies and tree selection. 

Benefits of Urban Trees  

Tree Selection (for resilience, maximum benefits) 

Pink tabebuia 



Clearance from house 

Space for canopy, roots 

Avoid overhead utilities 

Avoid belowground utilities 

 Refer to the Florida Urban Forestry Council (FUFC) -     

“Right Tree, Right Place” (www.fufc.org) 

Tree Placement and Pruning 

Pruning should be done by or with guidance from an ISA Certified Arborist! 

 Proper Tree Location Proper Installation 

Source: Florida Grades and Standards for Nursery Plants (2015) 

Pruning for Resiliency  

Structural Pruning — Codominant Leaders 

Structural Pruning — Lopsided Canopy 

Watering — Most Vital Ingredient for Success! 

Hazard Pruning, Storm Restoration 

Proper Pruning Cuts 

 Reduction Cut — shorten    

  back to lateral branch 

 Removal Cut — cut  

  back to trunk 

 No Flush Cuts — always  

  leave branch collar 

Refer to UF-IFAS website for free installation guidelines (https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/details-
planting.shtml 
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