Benefits of the Urban Forest and
Tree Selection
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Benefits of Urban Trees

Flowers:
- Feeds bees and other Fruit:
pollinators - Provides food for

- Aesthetically pleasing wildlife and people
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Tree Benefits:

- Increase property value

- Create sense of place
and community

- Health benefits such as

decreased stress, Trunk: Canopy:
improved recovery from - Stores carbon - Shade provides
illness and increased - Provides structure cooling and energy
birthweights - Provides habitat for savings
wildlife - Rainfall interception
Roots
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Tree Selection (for resilience, maximum benefits)

Select Resilient, Native Species vs

Non-Natlve Spec1es Select Quality Material

High Quality (Florida #1) Low Quality (Cull)

Appropriate Sparse canopy,

height and 9 Narrow

; unhealth foliage
spread for %””; 0 canopy for__, >aly 1olag
trunk & \,:m‘?* L trunk size
size ;\—:fx

m

AL Y ""- ‘5. "‘.
e > » B ',
s - B o %y ’
- . : - = >
~ ) K 5 o
: : i \ ®= - ¥
. > - : : 4
» 4 . «* z . 5 -
.
5 - J 1 "y y
)
NN
l‘n '
!
v el
.

il ugl” w&

'""N i ‘

Gumbo Limbo Pink tabebuia

Full canopy,

Hardwood vs. Palm (more healthy foliage

environmental benefits)

Container is adequate
size for root system
(no circling roots)

Codominant
leaders in
lower half

Bark inclusion
(weak attachment
point)

/

Tree left in undersized
container, which has
constricted the root

system, causing the roots
to circle

Refer to “Florida Grades and Standards for Nursery Plants 2015”
and FUFC “Right Tree, Right Place” document for help with spe-
cies and tree selection.
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Tree Placement and Pruning

Proper Tree Location

@ Clearance from house

¢ Space for canopy, roots

@ Avoid overhead utilities

® Avoid belowground utilities

@ Refer to the Florida Urban Forestry Council (FUFC) -
“Right Tree, Right Place” (www.fufc.org)

Large Trees
50" minimum set-back Lalge Palms
um T ot
Med um lrees mum
30" minimum sat-back el

Utility Pruning Zone

Small trees less than 14 feet tall and shrubs
may be planted adjacent to neighborhood
power lines.

Note: Those set-back guldelmes may not be

suitable around transmission lines and equipment.
Trees are shown at mature height.

Image Source: FPL

Proper Installation

Add support stake(s) (1-3) NN
during establishment w N\ N L
(typically 9-12 months) 5 \

Top of root ball even with
or above ground surface

No mulch

against trunk Lightly pack soil around

root ball - add water to
settle soill

Make 4-inch soil berm

around root ball Dig and turn

soil to loosen

f
Bottom of root 4-inch mulch

ball rests on av6r (Ho s
existing soil botco pm o gt SR R 0, SRR
9 3 l\ R T : mﬁ? 2 than 2 inches
o= s USRI F ATl BN 2 o7 e = =% s , :
. HENE 1 S X - /.-Z-I-Z-Zr’" =11 on root ball) Base Image
=il I_{HL IPI "/: = 7] ﬁg_‘ Source: UF-
:_L I T =il I=lasli= == ]bﬁ:f'l"”%fﬂ HI IFAS'
IS 3X width of root ball - (modified
[« > text)
Refer to UF-IFAS website for free installation guidelines (https://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/details-
planting.shtml

Watering — Most Vital Ingredient for Success!

Watering for Vitality

Size of Tree

Daily for two weeks
< 2-inch trunk diameter Every other day for two months

Weekly until established

Daily for one month
Every other day for three months

Weekly until established

- 4-inch trunk diameter

Daily for six weeks
> 4-inch trunk diameter Every other day for five months

Weekly until established

Table notes:

1. Apply two to three gallons per inch trunk diameter to the
root ball surface.

2. Establishment takes three months per inch trunk caliper.

Source: Florida Grades and Standards for Nursery Plants (2015)

Structural Pruning — Codominant Leaders

After
Pruning

Before
Pruning

Reduction cuts to No Prunmg

shorten, eventually
remove leaders
(several cuts over

WS> After a storm,
branch failure is
common at weak
attachments

Competing
leaders now /

shorter

Codominant
trunks form
narrow, weak
unions

Structural Pruning — Lopsided Canopy

Before Pruning

After Prunlng
Perform reduction A
cuts to shorten ‘
branches to balance &W

parts)

Used to shorten
branch (remove
dead/broken

Pruning for Resiliency

Hazard Pruning, Storm Restoration

Sprouts at limb break -
selectlvely remove over

Remove dead

branch \

Remove

Water sprouts -
selectively
remove over time

Remove Water sprouts -

stub by Remove Selectively
R brok cutting suckers remove over
bisvabriot back to S time

branch (back to live

leader if possible) Jecliley

collar
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Proper Pruning Cuts

Reduction Cuts Removal Cuts

. Used to remove
dead/broken
branch

€ Reduction Cut — shorten
back to lateral branch

€ Removal Cut — cut

|
Cut back to live I} | o / back to trunk
Igteral Igranch ‘ | i y Retain
(fpossie) Rl H branch 4y No Flush Cuts — alwavs
SN l_ | collar u u w y
branch FOR leave branch collar
collar L) \

Base Image Source: UF-IFAS (modified text)
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