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NOTICE: The City of Doral (“City”) hereby gives notice of its intent to seek proposals from interested and
gualified parties in response to this Request for Proposals (“RFP”) to provide the services described
herein. Proposals must be received no later than the deadline date and time specified below.

PROJECT OVERVIEW:

The City is soliciting Proposals from qualified and experienced firms to provide financial auditing services.
The City desires to retain the services of one firm to provide these services as further described in this
solicitation.

SCHEDULE:

Issuance/Advertisement Date: Monday, March 3, 2025

Non-Mandatory Pre-Submittal Meeting: Not Applicable

Cut-off Date for Written Questions: Friday April 18, 2025 at
2:00pm

Due Electronically via
DemandStar or Vendor
Registry

Deadline for Submittals
and Date of Opening: Thursday May 1, 2025 at 2:00pm

INSTRUCTIONS:

Proposals must be submitted electronically through DemandStar https://network.demandstar.com/ or
Vendor Registry https://vendorregistry.com/ by the date and time stated above. The responsibility for
submitting a Proposal before the stated time and date is solely and strictly that of the Proposer. The City
is not responsible for any delayed, lost, late, misdelivered, or non-delivered Proposals, no matter the
cause. Any submittals received after the due date and time specified will not be considered.

This RFP is subject to the “Cone of Silence”. Accordingly, all questions and/or comments regarding this
RFP must be made in writing and be directed to Procurement at the following email at
procurement@cityofdoral.com. All inquiries must reference “REP_2025-02 — Financial Auditing
Services” in the subject line. No phone calls will be accepted in reference to this solicitation. If it becomes
necessary to provide additional clarifying information that revises any part of this solicitation, supplements
or revisions will be made available via written addendum.

Solicitations and addenda or notices in connection therewith may be downloaded from the City of Doral
Procurement Division webpage under “Active Solicitations”, on Vendor Registry, and on Demand Star.
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mailto:procurement@cityofdoral.com
https://www.cityofdoral.com/all-departments/procurement-division/bid-opportunities-ii/
https://vendorregistry.com/
file://///chfs11/Finance$/FinanceAdmin/Permanent_FinanceAdmin/Procurement%20Management%20Division/BID%20DOCUMENTS/BIDS%202023/2023-XX%20-%20DRAFT%20-%20TBD%20-%20Doral%20Blvd%20Gateway%20Entry%20Features/00%20Solicitation/Drafts/DemandStar.com

To receive notifications of addenda or notices issued in connection with this RFP, interested parties must
register on Vendor Registry or on Demand Star. The City reserves the right to reject any and all
submissions, to waive any and all irregularities in any submission, to solicit and re-advertise for bids and
to make awards in the best interest of the City, as determined in its sole discretion.

Notwithstanding any language contained in the solicitation to the contrary, the City reserves the right to
accept any submittals deemed to be in the best interest of the City, to waive any minor irregularities,
scrivener’s errors, minor omissions, minor deviations, and/or technicalities in any Proposals, or to reject
any or all Proposals and to re-advertise for new Proposals, in accordance with the applicable sections of
the Florida Statutes, the City Charter and Code, and this RFP. PROPOSERS ARE ADVISED THAT
PROPOSALS OR BIDS SUBMITTED WITH IRREGULARITIES, DEFICIENCIES, AND/OR
TECHNICALITIES THAT DEVIATE FROM MINIMUM / MANDATORY SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS
OF THIS SOLICITATION SHALL RESULT IN A NON-RESPONSIVE DETERMINATION. ONLY MINOR
IRREGULARITIES, DEFICIENCIES, AND TECHNICALITIES MAY BE ALLOWED TO BE TIMELY
CURED BY PROPOSERS AT THE SOLE DISCRETION OF THE CITY. MATERIAL IRREGULARITIES,
DEFICIENCIES, AND TECHNICALITIES CANNOT BE CURED BY THE PROPOSER/BIDDER.
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ARTICLE 1 — GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS

1.1 Definitions
“Authorized Representative” means the Department

contact for interaction regarding contract administration.

“City” means the City of Doral, a duly organized
municipality under the laws of the State of Florida. This
term may also refer to one of the various departments or
agencies of the City of Doral, as the context indicates.

“Contract” means the contractual agreement ultimately
entered into by the City and the Successful
Respondent(s) in accordance with the terms of this
Solicitation and applicable laws.

‘Department(s)” means the City department(s) and
offices for which this solicitation is prepared, which will be
the end user(s) of the goods and/or services sought.

“Procurement Division” means the office responsible for
handling procurement-related matters within the City.

“‘Respondent(s)”: means any person, individual, or entity
submitting a response to this solicitation. The terms
“Proposer” and “Bidder” are each interchangeable with
“‘Respondent” and with each other and will be used as
appropriate in the given context.

“‘Response(s)” means the written, sealed document
submitted by the Respondent(s) according to the
instructions set forth in this Solicitation. A response to this
Solicitation shall not include any verbal interactions with
the City apart from submittal of a formal written submittal.
The terms “Proposal”’ and “Bid” are each interchangeable
with “Response” and with each other will be used as
appropriate in the given context.

“Solicitation” means this formal request to solicit
Responses from responsible and responsive
Respondents for the scope and specifications set forth
herein. The terms “Invitation to Bid”, “Request for
Qualifications”, “Request for Proposals”, and the like are
each interchangeable with “Solicitation” and will be used

as appropriate in the given context.

“Successful Respondent(s)” means the Respondent(s)
whose response to this Solicitation is deemed by the City
to be in the City’s best interest and is awarded a contract
in accordance with the terms of this Solicitation. The
terms “Successful Proposer”, “Successful Bidder”,
“Consultant” “Provider” or “Contractor” are each
interchangeable with “Successful Respondent” and will
be used as appropriate in the given context.
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“Work” means the actual task (i.e., good and/or services
to be provided) contemplated by this Solicitation and
required in accordance with the terms of the Contract.

1.2 Cone Of Silence
This Solicitation shall be subject to the “Cone of Silence”

which shall mean a prohibition on any communication
regarding a Solicitation between potential Respondent(s)
or their lobbyists or representatives and the City Council,
City staff including, but not limited to, the City Manager
and his or her staff, and any member of the City’s
selection or evaluation committee, except as otherwise
explicitly provided herein.

The Cone of Silence shall be imposed upon this
Solicitation after the advertisement thereof and shall
terminate upon the issuance of the City Manager’s
recommendation to award. However, if the City Council
refers the City Manager’'s recommendation back to the
City Manager or committee for further review, the Cone
of Silence shall be re-imposed until such time a
recommendation is issued by the City Manager after
such additional review.

The Cone of Silence shall not apply to:

= Communications with the City Attorney;

= Oral presentations before evaluation committees;

= Public presentations made to the City Council during
any duly noticed public meeting;

= Written communications regarding a particular
Solicitation between a potential Respondent, and the
City's  Procurement  Division, provided the
communication is limited strictly to matters of process
or procedure already contained in the Solicitation;

= Duly noticed site visits to determine the competency
of bidders/Respondent(s)s regarding a particular
bid/proposal during the time period between the
opening of bids and the time the City Manager makes
his or her written recommendation;

= Any emergency procurement of goods or services
pursuant to City Code;

= Responses to the City’s request for clarification or
additional information;

= Contract negotiations during any duly noticed public
meeting;

= Communications to enable City staff to seek and
obtain industry comment or perform market research,
provided all communications related thereto are in
writing or made at a duly noticed public meeting.
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Please contact the City Attorney for any questions
concerning Cone of Silence compliance. Violation of the
Cone of Silence by a Respondent shall render any award
of this Solicitation to said Respondent voidable by the
City Manager or Council.

1.3 Examination Prior to Submission
Respondents must thoroughly examine each section. If

there is any doubt or obscurity as to the meaning of any
part of this Solicitation, Respondents may request
clarification by written request to the Procurement
Division.

Respondents are required to be familiar with any
conditions that may, in any manner, affect the Work to be
done or affect the equipment, materials, or labor
required. Respondents are also required to carefully
examine the specifications and all equipment and all site
locations and be thoroughly informed regarding all
conditions that may, in any manner, affect the Work to be
performed under the Contract. By submission of a
Response, it will be construed that the Respondent is
acquainted sufficiently with the site(s) and work to be
performed.

14 Clarifications and Addenda
Questions regarding this Solicitation shall be directed in

writing by email to the Procurement Division at the email
address specified in this Solicitation. Answers will be
issued simultaneously to all registered Respondents. If it
becomes evident that this Solicitation must be amended,
the City will issue a formal written addendum to all
registered Respondent(s) via email or through Vendor
Registry and Demand Star. The addendum will be
uploaded to the City’s Procurement webpage.

No person is authorized to give oral interpretations of, or
make oral changes to, the Solicitation. The issuance of a
written addendum shall be the only official method
whereby such a clarification is made. Only questions
answered by written addenda shall be binding.

1.5 Withdrawal of Response
A Respondent(s) may, without prejudice, withdraw,

modify, or correct the Response after it has been
submitted to the City, provided the request and any
subsequent modifications and/or corrections are filed
with the City in writing before the deadline to submit the
Response. The original Response as modified by such
writing will be considered as the Response submitted by
the Respondent(s). No oral modifications will be
considered.
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1.6 Right To Cancel or Reject Responses
The City reserves the right to cancel this Solicitation or

reject any and/or all Responses or portions thereof, and
to waive any technicalities or minor irregularities. Each
Respondent agrees to hold harmless and covenant not
to sue the City, its officials, officers, or employees, for any
claims arising out of or in connection with the
administration, evaluation, recommendation, or rejection
of Responses.

The City does not bind itself to accept the minimum
specifications stated herein, but reserves the right to
accept any Response, which, in the sole judgment of the
City, will best serve the needs and interests of the City.
This issuance of this Solicitation itself does not in any way
constitute a contractual agreement between the City and
the Respondent(s) unless and until the City awards the
Solicitation, obtains all required approvals, and executes
a Contract in accordance herewith. Furthermore, the City
reserves the right to award without further discussion.

The City also reserves the right to award the Contract on
a split order basis, group by group, or item by item, or
such combination as will best serve the interests of the
City, unless otherwise stated.

1.7 Protests
Protests of Solicitations and awards shall be submitted

and resolved pursuant to City Code Section 2-338.
Protests failing to meet all the requirements for filing shall
NOT be accepted. Failure of a party to timely file shall
constitute a forfeiture of such party’s right to file a protest.
NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE.

1.8 Incurred Expenses
The City shall not be responsible for any expenses

incurred by any of the Respondents for the preparation
of their Responses to this Solicitation, or for any
associated costs in relation thereto, including without
limitation the cost incurred during any presentation or
negotiations related to potential award.

19 Preparation of Response
Responses should be prepared simply and economically,

providing a straightforward, concise description of the
Respondent’s ability to fulfill the requirements of the
Solicitation.

Responses shall include all of the information and forms
required by this Solicitation. Failure to utilize the City’s
forms, or fully complete said forms, may result in the
Response being deemed non-responsive. The
Respondent shall be considered non-responsive if its
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Response is conditioned on modifications, changes, or
revisions to the terms and conditions of the Solicitation.

1.10 Submission of Responses & Evaluations
Acknowledgment by Respondent: By submitting a

Response, the Respondent certifies that he/she has fully
read and understands the Solicitation and has full
knowledge of the scope, nature, and quality of services
to be performed or goods to be provided. Incomplete,
unresponsive, irresponsible, vague, or ambiguous
responses to the Solicitation will be cause for rejection,
as determined in the sole discretion of the City.

Acceptance/Rejection/Modification: The City reserves
the right to negotiate modifications to proposals that it
deems acceptable, reject any and all proposals, and to
waive minor irregularities in the submittals.

Postponement of Response Opening: The City reserves
the right to postpone the date for receipt and opening of
Response submissions and will make a reasonable effort
to give at least three (3) calendar days’ notice, whenever
practicable, of any such postponement to prospective
Respondents.

Responses Binding: All Responses submitted in
connection with this Solicitation shall constitute binding
offers to the City for one hundred and eighty (180)
calendar days after opening.

Alternate Responses: An alternate Response shall not be
considered or accepted by the City.

Interviews: The City reserves the right to conduct
interviews or require presentations prior to award.

Samples: When required by this Solicitation, samples of
any goods proposed to be provided by Successful
Respondent must be furnished to the City free of charge.
Materials or equipment for which samples are required
shall not be used in work until approved by the City. Each
sample must be labeled with the Respondent’s name and
delivered within ten (10) calendar days of the Solicitation
opening unless another timeframe is specified in this
Solicitation. If samples are requested after the
Solicitation opening, they should be delivered within ten
(10) calendar days of the request. The City will not be
responsible for returning samples. Acceptance or
approval of a sample shall not be construed to change or
modify any Contract requirements.

Inspections: The City, at its sole discretion, reserves the
right to inspect Respondent’s facilities or products, as
applicable, to determine their capability of meeting the
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requirements for the Contract.

Proprietary Responses: By submitting a Response, the
Respondent acknowledges that the Response will
become the property of the City and will not be returned
to the Respondents. In the event of Contract award, all
documentation produced as part of the Contract will
become the exclusive property of the City.

1.11 Prohibition Against Considering Social,

Political, or Ideological Interests
Respondents are hereby notified of the provisions of

Section 287.05701, Florida Statutes, as amended, which
provides that the City will not request documentation of
or consider a Respondent’s social, political, or ideological
interests when evaluating Respondent’s
responsibility. Respondents are further notified that the
City Council will not give preference to Respondents
based on their social, political, or ideological interests.

1.12 Identical (Tie) Responses
Responses that are evaluated as being equal with

respect to price, quality, and service for the procurement
of commodities or contractual services (sometimes
referred to herein as “Tie Proposals”), received from a
business that certifies that it has implemented a drug-free
workplace program shall be given preference in the
award process provided the Respondent complies with
the requirements of Section 287.087, Florida Statutes.

1.13 Public Records
This Solicitation and any Responses or other information

provided by Respondents in connection therewith,
including but not limited to any subsequent Contract,
shall be subject to the provisions of Chapter 119, Florida
Statutes (“Public Records Law”). Responses are exempt
from public disclosure until the City provides notice of an
intended decision or until 30 days after opening the
Responses, whichever occurs earlier.

By  submitting a Response, Respondent(s)
acknowledges that the Response, the materials
submitted with the Response, the results of the City’s
evaluation and the subsequent Contract are open to
public inspection upon proper request unless explicitly
exempt under Florida law. Respondent(s) should take
special note of this as it relates to proprietary information
that might be included in its Response.

In the event that a Respondent submits information to the
City that is proprietary or otherwise exempt from the
Public Records Law, such Respondent shall explicitly
indicate the information that is exempt from public
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disclosure and shall provide reasons therefore and shall
identify the applicable exemption with a reference to the
applicable law allowing for the exemption. The City
reserves the right to make any final determination on the
applicability of the Public Records Law.

1.14 Compliance With Applicable Laws
Successful Respondent(s) shall comply with all local,

state, and federal directives, ordinances, rules, orders,
and laws as applicable to this Solicitation and
subsequent Contract. Lack of knowledge by the
Respondent(s) will in no way be a cause for relief.
Respondents must be legally authorized to transact
business in the State of Florida. All references to Florida
Statutes, City of Doral and Miami-Dade County Charter
and Codes, and other laws/regulations, will be
interpreted to include “as amended from time to time.”

Non-compliance with all local, state, and federal
directives, orders, and laws may be considered grounds
for termination of contract(s). If the Successful
Respondent(s) observes that the Response or
subsequent Contract are at variance with applicable
laws, Successful Respondent(s) will give the City prompt
written notice thereof. If the Successful Respondent(s)
performs knowing it to be contrary to such laws,
ordinances, rules, and regulations, such Successful
Respondent(s) will bear all liability arising wherefrom.

In the event that any governmental restrictions are
imposed that would necessitate alteration of the goods or
services requested by this Solicitation and/or offered by
the Successful Respondent prior to delivery or
completion, it shall be the responsibility of the
Respondent(s) to notify the City immediately. In the event
the City determines that the alteration diminishes the
City’s bargained-for exchange or frustrates the project,
the City reserves the right to accept the alteration or
cancel the Contract.

1.15 Public Entity Crime
A person or vendor who has been placed on the

convicted Bidder list following a conviction for a public
entity crime may not submit a Response on a contract to
provide any goods or services to a public entity, may not
submit a Response on a contract with a public entity for
the construction or repair of a public building or Public
Works project, may not submit a Response on a lease of
real property to a public entity, may not be awarded or
perform work as a contractor, supplier, subcontractor, or
consultant under a contract with any public entity, and
may not transact business with any public entity in
excess of the threshold amount provided in Section
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287.017, Florida Statutes for Category Two for a period
of thirty-six (36) months from the date of being placed on
the convicted vendor list, as defined in Section 287.133,
Florida Statutes.

1.16 Equal Employment Opportunity
The Respondent shall comply with Title VII of the Civil

Rights Act of 1964 42 U.S.C. Section 2000e et seq.,
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 29 U.S.C
Section701 et seq., and Title | of the Americans with
Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C Section 12101 as of 1990 in
that: No person in the United States shall on the grounds
of race, creed, color, national origin, sex, age, political
affiliation, beliefs or disability be subject to discrimination
under any program or activity which the Respondent has
agreed to undertake by and through the covenants, and
provisions set forth in this Contract.

1.17 Compliance with Occupational Health and

Safety Act (OSHA) Standards
To the extent applicable, Respondent certifies that all

materials, equipment, etc., contained in its Response
meet all OSHA requirements. Respondent further
certifies, that, if he/she is the Successful Respondent,
and the materials, equipment, etc., delivered is
subsequently found to be deficient in any OSHA
requirement in effect on the date of use, all costs
necessary to bring the materials equipment, etc., into
compliance with the aforementioned requirements shall
be borne solely by the Successful Respondent. Upon
request, Contractor shall provide the City with a copy of
their written safety program pertaining to the subject of
the Contract, if such a program is required by law.

The Successful Respondent shall be solely and
completely responsible for conditions of the job site,
including safety of all persons (including employees) and
property during performance of the work. This
requirement shall apply continuously and not be limited
to normal working hours. Safety provisions shall confirm
to the U.S. Department of Labor OSHA, Florida
Department of Labor, and all other applicable federal,
state, county, and local laws, ordinances, codes, and
regulations. Where any of these are in conflict, the more
stringent requirement shall be followed.

1.18 Scrutinized Companies
Respondent must certify that it is not participating in a

boycott of Israel and must also certify that it is not on the
Scrutinized Companies that Boycott Israel list, not on the
Scrutinized Companies with Activities in Sudan List, and
not on the Scrutinized Companies with Activities in the
Iran Petroleum Energy Sector List. Contractor must
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submit the certification that is attached to this Contract.
Submitting a false certification shall be deemed a
material breach of contract. The City shall have the right
to terminate the Contract and seek civil remedies
pursuant to Florida Statute § 287.135.

1.19 Fraud and Misrepresentation
Any individual, corporation, or other entity that attempts

to meet its contractual obligations with the City through
fraud, misrepresentation, or material misstatement, or
omission of any material fact, may be debarred in
accordance with the applicable provisions of the City
Code. The City as a further sanction may terminate or
cancel any other Contracts with such individual,
corporation, or entity. Such individual or entity shall be
responsible for all direct or indirect costs associated with
termination or cancellation.

1.20 Collusion
Where two (2) or more related parties, as defined herein,

each submit a Response to this Solicitation, such
Responses shall be presumed to be collusive. The
foregoing presumption may be rebutted by the
presentation of evidence as to the extent of ownership,
control, and management of such related parties in
preparation and submission under such solicitation.
Related parties shall mean employees, officers or the
principals thereof which have a direct or indirect
ownership interest in another firm or in which a parent
company or the principals thereof of one Respondent
have a direct or indirect ownership interest in another
Respondent, for the same Project. Responses found to
be collusive, or related as provided above, shall be
rejected. The City reserves the right to disqualify
Proposer during any phase of the solicitation process and
terminate for cause any resulting contract upon evidence
of collusion with intent to defraud or other illegal practices
on the part of the Proposer.

1.21 Respondent in Arrears or Default
The Respondent represents and warrants that the

Respondent is not in arrears to the City, City agency, or
instrumentality, and is not a default as a Contractor,
Vendor, Provider or whose default has not been fully
cured by the Respondent’s surety or otherwise upon any
obligation to the City. In addition, the Respondent
warrants that the Respondent has not been declared “not
responsible” or “disqualified” by, suspended, or debarred
from doing business with any state or local government
entity in the State of Florida, the Federal Government or
any other State/local governmental entity in the United
States of America, nor is there any proceeding pending
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pertaining to the Respondent’s responsibility or
qualifications to enter into public agreements. The
Respondent considers this warrant as stated in this
section to be a continual obligation and shall inform the
City of any change during the term of the Contract.

The City shall deem as non-responsible, any Respondent
that the City has determined is in monetary arrears, in
debt, or in default to the City at the time bids are due.

1.22 Conflict of Interest
By way of its Response, Respondent recognizes and

certifies that no elected official, board member, or
employee of the City shall have a financial interest
directly or indirectly in the Contract or any compensation
to be paid under or through this transaction, and further,
that no City employee, nor any elected or appointed
officer (including City Council members) of the City, nor
any spouse, parent or child of such employee or elected
or appointed officer of the City, may be a partner, officer,
director or proprietor of Respondent, and further, that no
such City employee or elected or appointed officer, or the
spouse, parent or child of any of them, alone or in
combination, may have a Material Interest in the
Respondent. “Material Interest” for purposes of this
subsection shall mean direct or indirect ownership of
more than 5% of the total assets or capital stock of the
Respondent. Any exception to these above-described
restrictions must be expressly provided by applicable law
or ordinance and be confirmed in writing by City. Further,
Respondent recognizes that with respect to its Response
to this Solicitation, if any Respondent violates or is a party
to a violation of the ethics ordinances or rules of the City,
the provisions of Miami- Dade County Code Section 2-
11.1, as applicable to City, or the provisions of Chapter
112, part lll, Fla. Stat., the Code of Ethics for Public
Officers and Employees, such Respondent may be
disqualified from furnishing the goods or services for
which the Response is submitted and may be further
disqualified from submitting any future Responses for
goods or services to City. Respondent must complete
and execute the Business Entity Affidavit form.

1.23  Assignment or Transfer
The Successful Respondent shall not assign, transfer,

convey, sublet or otherwise dispose of its interest in the
Solicitation or the subsequent Contract, including any or
all of its right, title or interest therein, or its power to
execute such Contract to any person, company or
corporation without the prior written consent of the City at
its sole and absolute discretion.

Further, in the event that the majority ownership or
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control of the Successful Respondent changes
subsequent to the award of this Solicitation or Contract,
Successful Respondent shall promptly notify City in
writing of such change at least thirty (30) days prior to
such change and the City shall have the right to terminate
the contract, at City’s sole discretion.

1.24 City Property
Unless explicitly provided otherwise in this Solicitation,

property owned by the City which may be furnished for
repair, modification, study, etc., shall remain the property
of the City. The Successful Respondent shall be liable for
any and all damages to City-owned property occurring
while in the Successful Respondent's possession.
Damages occurring to such property while in route to the
City shall be the responsibility of the Successful
Respondent. In the event that such property is destroyed
or declared a total loss, the Successful Respondent shall
be responsible for replacement value of the property at
the current market value, less depreciation of the
property if any plus any other damages incurred by the
City as a result of such loss.

Where Successful Respondent is required to enter onto
City real property to deliver materials or to perform work
or services in connection with a Contract, the Successful
Respondent will assume the full duty, obligation, and
expense of obtaining all necessary licenses, permits,
inspections, and insurance required. The Successful
Respondent shall be liable for any damages or loss to the
City occasioned by negligence of the Successful
Respondent (or its agents, representatives, or invitees).

1.25 Termination For Default
If the Successful Respondent defaults in its performance

under the Contract and does not cure the default within
seven (7) days after written notice of default, the City
Manager may terminate this Contract, in whole or in part,
upon written notice without penalty to the City. In such
event, the Successful Respondent shall be liable for
damages including the excess cost of procuring similar
supplies or services: provided that if, (1) it is determined
for any reason that the Successful Respondent was not
in default or (2) the Successful Respondent’s failure to
perform is without his control, fault or negligence, the
termination will be deemed to be a termination for the
convenience of the City.

1.26 Termination For Convenience
The City Manager may terminate the Contract, in whole

or in part, upon thirty (30) days prior written notice to
Successful Respondent when the City Manager
determines it is in the best interest of the City. If the
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Contract provides for supplies, products, equipment, or
software, and is terminated for the convenience of the
City, the Successful Respondent will be compensated
solely for the supplies, products, equipment, or software
delivered to and accepted by the City prior to termination.
To the extent this Contract is for services and so
terminated, the City shall be liable only for payment in
accordance with the payment provisions of the Contract
for those services rendered and reasonably accepted by
the City prior to termination. Except as expressly
provided herein, the City shall not be liable for any
damages incurred by the counterparty to the Contract in
connection with such termination.

1.27 Confidentiality
As a political subdivision, the City is subject to the Florida

Sunshine Act and Public Records Law. If the Contract
contains a confidentiality provision, it shall have no
application when disclosure is required by Florida law or
upon court order.

1.28 Anti-Trust/Non-Exclusivity
At such times as may serve its best interest, the City

reserves the right to advertise for, receive, and award
additional Contracts for the goods and/or services
specified in this Solicitation, and to make use of other
contracts for the purchase of these goods and/or services
as may be available.

In case of a default by the Successful Respondent or
failure of Successful Respondent to provide the goods
and/or services indicated in the Contract, the City may
procure the applicable goods and/or services from other
sources and hold the Successful Respondent
responsible for any excess costs incurred thereby,
including, without limitation and as applicable, by
retaining any amounts held by the City.

1.29 Quantities

The City does not guarantee or warranty as to the total
amount that may or may not be purchased from any
resultant Contract. Any quantities included are for bidding
purposes only and may be used for tabulation. The City
reserves the right to reasonably increase or decrease
guantities as required.

1.30 Audit Rights and Records Retention
The Successful Respondent agrees to provide access to

the City, or any of their duly authorized representatives,
to any books, documents, papers, and records of the
Successful Respondent which are directly pertinent to
the Contract, for the purposes of audit, examination,
excerpts, and transcriptions. The  Successful
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Respondent shall maintain and retain any and all of the
aforementioned records for a minimum of three years
after the expiration and/or termination of the Contract.

1.31 Capital and Other Expenditures
Successful Respondent understands that any capital

expenditures that the Successful Respondent makes, or
prepares to make, in order to provide the goods or
perform the services required by the City under the
Contract, is a business risk which the Successful
Respondent must assume. The City will not be obligated
to reimburse amortized or unamortized -capital
expenditures or any other expenses unless otherwise
explicitly agreed to by the City in writing and as part of
the Contract.

1.32 Governing Law and Venue
The validity and effect of the Contract shall be governed

by the laws of the State of Florida. The Successful
Respondent agrees that any action, mediation, or
arbitration arising out of the Solicitation or Contract shall
take place in Miami-Dade County, Florida.

1.33 Attorney Fees
In connection with any litigation, mediation, or arbitration

arising out of this Contract, each party shall be
responsible for their own attorney fees through and
including appellate litigation and any post-judgment
proceedings.

1.34 Disputes
If any dispute concerning a question of fact arises under

the Contract, other than termination for default or
convenience, the Successful Respondent and the City
department responsible for the administration of the
Contract shall make a good faith effort to resolve the
dispute. If the dispute cannot be resolved by mutual
agreement, then the City Attorney shall resolve the
dispute and send a written copy of its decision to the
Successful Respondent, which shall be binding on both
parties. The City reserves the right not to award or to
reject proposals from vendors that are currently in
litigation with the City or as a result of any prior lawsuit
with the City.

1.35 Waiver of Jury Trial
The City and the Successful Respondent knowingly,

irrevocably voluntarily and intentionally waive any right
either may have to a trial by jury in State or Federal Court
proceedings in respect to any dispute arising out of the
Contract or the performance of the Work thereunder.
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1.36 No Partnership or Joint Venture
Nothing contained in this Solicitation or Contract will be

deemed or construed to create a partnership or joint
venture between the City and Successful Respondent, or
to create any other similar relationship between the
parties.

The Successful Respondent is an independent entity
under the Contract. Services provided by the Successful
Respondent shall be by employees of the Successful
Respondent and subject to supervision by the Successful
Respondent, and not as officers, employees, or agents
of the City. Personnel policies, tax responsibilities, social
security and health insurance, employee benefits,
purchasing policies and other similar administrative
procedures, applicable to services rendered under the
Contract shall be those of the Successful Respondent.

1.37 Severability
If any provision of the Contract or the application thereof

to any person or situation shall to any extent, be held
invalid or unenforceable, the remainder of the Contract,
and the application of such provisions to persons or
situations other than those as to which it shall have been
held invalid or unenforceable shall not be affected
thereby, and shall continue in full force and effect, and be
enforced to the fullest extent permitted by law.

1.38 Indemnification
The Successful Respondent granted a Contract with the

City as a result of this Solicitation shall indemnify and
hold harmless the City, its officers, agents, directors, and
employees, from liabilities, damages, losses, and costs,
including, but not limited to all reasonable attorney's fees
and costs, to the extent caused by the error, omission,
negligence, recklessness or intentional misconduct of the
Successful Respondent or its agents, employees, or
subcontractors or consultants, arising out of or in
connection with this Solicitation or the Contract. These
indemnifications shall survive the term of the Contract. In
the event that any action or proceeding is brought against
City by reason of any such claim or demand, the
Successful Respondent shall, upon written notice from
City, resist and defend such action or proceeding by
counsel satisfactory to City. The Successful Respondent
expressly understands and agrees that any insurance
protection required by this Contract or otherwise provided
by the Successful Respondent shall in no way limit the
responsibility to indemnify, keep and save harmless and
defend the City or its officers, employees, agents and
instrumentalities as herein provided.

The indemnification provided above shall obligate the
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Successful Respondent to defend at its own expense to
and through appellate, supplemental or bankruptcy
proceeding, or to provide for such defense, at City's
option, any and all claims of liability and all suits and
actions of every name and description which may be
brought against City whether performed by the
Successful Respondent or persons employed or utilized
by the Successful Respondent. This indemnity will
survive the cancellation or expiration of the Contract.

This indemnity will be interpreted under the laws of the
State of Florida, including, without limitation, in a manner
that conforms to the limitations of §768.28, §725.06
and/or §725.08, Florida Statutes, as applicable and as
amended.

The Successful Respondent shall require all
subconsultants and subcontractors’ agreements to
include a provision specifying that they will indemnify and
hold harmless the City in the manner substantially set
forth above.

The Successful Respondent agrees and recognizes that
the City shall not be held liable or responsible for any
claims which may result from any actions or omissions of
the Successful Respondent in which the City participated
either through review or concurrence of the Successful
Respondent's actions. In reviewing, approving or
rejecting any submissions by the Successful Respondent
or other acts of the Successful Respondent, the City in
no way assumes or shares any responsibility or liability
of the Successful Respondent or subcontracted entities,
under the Contract.

Successful Respondent warrants that there has been no
violation of copyrights or patent rights in submitting its
Response or providing the goods or services requested
by this Solicitation. The Successful Respondent shall pay
all royalties and assume all costs arising from the use of
any invention, design, process materials, equipment,
product or device which is the subject of patent rights or
copyrights. Successful Respondent shall, at its own
expense, hold harmless and defend the City against any
claim, suit or proceeding brought against the City which
is based upon a claim, whether rightful or otherwise, that
the goods or services, or any part thereof, furnished
under the contract, constitute an infringement of any
patent or copyright of the United States. The Successful
Respondent shall pay all damages and costs awarded
against the City.

1.39 City Rights as Sovereign
Notwithstanding any language contained in this
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Solicitation or subsequent Contract, Successful
Respondent understands that the City retains all of its
sovereign prerogatives and rights as a municipality under
applicable laws, including, but not limited to, any
regulatory authority and approvals. Neither the issuance
of this Solicitation nor any subsequent Contract shall
constitute a waiver of the City’s rights as sovereign. In no
event shall the City have any obligations or liabilities to
the Successful Respondent under the Contract or
otherwise on account of the City’s exercise of its
sovereign prerogatives and rights and regulatory
authority (quasi-judicial or otherwise) as a municipal
government.

1.40 Timeis of the Essence
Successful Respondent understands and agrees that

time is of the essence in the completion and delivery of
the goods and/or services to be provided in connection
with the Solicitation and subsequent Contract.

Contractor will promptly perform its duties under the
Contract and will give the Work as much priority as is
necessary to cause the Work to be completed on a timely
basis in accordance with the Contract. All Work shall be
performed strictly (not substantially) within the time
limitations necessary to maintain the critical path and all
deadlines established in the Contract. Time is of the
essence in performance of the Work.

1.41 Delivery
The delivery of any all goods required by this Solicitation

and resultant Contract shall be delivered F.O.B.
Destination (i.e., at a specific City-designated address),
and delivery costs and charges (if any) will be included in
the quoted price. Exceptions shall be noted.

Goods or material(s) delivered to the City pursuant to this
Solicitation and resultant Contract shall remain the
property of the Successful Respondent until accepted to
the satisfaction of the City. In the event goods or
materials delivered to City are found to be defective or do
not conform to specifications, the City reserves the right
to reject or return the same to the Successful
Respondent at the Successful Respondent’s expense.
Rejected goods left longer than thirty (30) calendar days
will be regarded as abandoned and the City shall have
the right to dispose of them as its own property. Rejection
for non-conformance or failure to meet delivery
schedules may result in the Contractor being found in
default.

1.42 Brand Names
Unless otherwise provided in this Solicitation, if a brand
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name, make, manufacturer trade name, or vendor
catalog is mentioned, whether followed by the words
"approved equal" or otherwise, it is the intent of the City
that such name is included for the purpose of establishing
a grade or quality of material only. Bidder may offer
alternatives of equal quality and appropriateness for the
City’s needs with appropriate identification, samples,
and/or specifications. The City shall be the sole judge
concerning the merits of items as equals.

1.43 Contract Amendments
The Contract(s) that result from this Solicitation may not

be modified except pursuant to written amendment
executed by both the City and the Successful
Respondent, or their authorized successors or assigns.

1.44 Conflicts and Order of Precedence
This Solicitation and Contract shall be read together to

avoid any conflicts. However, in the event of a conflict or
inconsistency between this Solicitation or any exhibit
attached hereto, any document referred to herein, or any
document incorporated into this Solicitation and Contract
by reference, and a term, statement, requirement, the
Response by Successful Respondent, specifications and
plans prepared by the Successful Respondent, if
applicable, or provision of the Contract the following
order of precedence shall apply:

In the event of any conflicts between the Contract and
Solicitation, the Contract, as may be amended, shall
govern. Where there appears to be a conflict between the
General Terms and Conditions, Special Terms and
Conditions, the Technical Specifications, or any
addendum issued, the order of precedence shall be the
last addendum issued, the Technical Specifications, the
Special Terms and Conditions, and then the General
Terms and Conditions.

In the event of conflicts within the Contract, as amended
the priorities stated below shall govern, as applicable:

e Scope of Work and Specifications shall govern over
the Response, including without limitation any plans
and drawings submitted thereby;

o Larger scale drawings shall govern over smaller;

e Figured or numerical dimensions shall govern over
dimensions obtained by scaling; and

e Where provisions of codes, manufacturers
specifications or industry standards are in conflict, the
more restrictive or higher quality shall govern.

1.45 Contract Interpretation and Construction
The singular includes the plural, and the plural includes

the singular. “Shall” is mandatory and “may” is
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permissive. The masculine gender includes the feminine
and neuter. The words “furnish” and “furnish and install”,
“install”, and “provide” or words with similar meaning shall
be interpreted, unless otherwise specifically stated, to
mean “furnish and install complete in place and ready for
service”.

Miscellaneous items and accessories which are not
explicitly mentioned, but which are essential to produce
a complete and properly operating product providing the
function indicated, shall be furnished and installed
without change in the Contract price. Such miscellaneous
items and accessories shall be of the same quality
standards, including material, style, finish, strength,
class, weight, or other applicable characteristics as
specified for the major component of which the
miscellaneous item or accessory is an essential part, and
shall be approved by the City before installation. The
above requirement is not intended to include major
components not covered by or inferable from the
Response and Contract specifications.

1.46 Rights and Remedies
The duties and obligations imposed by this Solicitation

and Contract and the rights and remedies available
thereunder, and, in particular but without limitation, the
warranties, guarantees and obligations imposed upon
Successful Respondent and those rights and remedies
available to the City, shall be in addition to, and shall not
be construed in any way as a limitation of, any rights and
remedies available by law, by special guarantee or by
other provisions of the Contract.

1.47 Inspection of Project Records
The City shall have the right to inspect and copy during

regular business hours at City’s expense, the books and
records and accounts of Successful Respondent which
relate in any way to the Contract, and to any claim for
additional compensation made by Successful
Respondent, and to conduct an audit of the financial and
accounting records of Successful Respondent, which
arise out of the Contract. Successful Respondent shall
retain and make available to City all such books and
records and accounts, financial or otherwise, which relate
to the Contract and to any claim for a period of three (3)
years following final completion of the underlying project
at no cost to the City. During the implementation of the
work contemplated under the Contract and the three (3)
year period following final completion of the same, the
Successful Respondent shall provide the City access to
such books and records upon five (5) days written notice.
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1.48 Notice
Whenever any provision of the Contract requires the

giving of written notice it shall be deemed to have been
validly given if delivered in person to the individual or to
a member of the firm or to an officer of the corporation for
whom itis intended, or if delivered at or sent by registered
or certified mail, postage prepaid, to the last business
address known to them who gives the notice.

1.49 Taxes
The prices proposed pursuant to the Contract, shall be

inclusive of the cost of all applicable sales, consumer,
use, and other taxes for which the Respondent is liable.

1.50 Employees
The Successful Respondent shall be responsible for the

appearance of any and all working on-site personnel
assigned to the work in connection with the Contract
(clean and appropriately dressed at all times). On-site
personnel must be able to supply proper identification at
all times.

All employees of the Successful Respondent shall be
considered to be at all times the sole employees of the
Successful  Respondent, under the Successful
Respondent’s sole direction, and not an employee or
agent of the City. The Successful Respondent shall
supply competent, suitably qualified, and capable
employees and the City may require the Successful
Respondent to remove any employee it deems careless,
incompetent, insubordinate or otherwise objectionable
and whose presence on City property is not in the best
interest of the City. The City shall not have any duty to
implement or enforce such requirements.

Each employee of the Successful Respondent assigned
to the Work shall be a citizen of the United States or an
alien who has been lawfully admitted for permanent
residence as evidenced by an Alien Registration Card.
The Successful Respondent agrees not to assign to the
Work any employee undergoing sentence of
imprisonment except as otherwise provided by applicable
laws.

1.51 Subcontractors or Suppliers
Prior to the commencement of any work pursuant to the

Contract, the Successful Respondent shall furnish, in
writing to the City, the names of all persons/entities
(including those who are to furnish materials or
equipment fabricated to a special design), if any,
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proposed for each principal portion of the work.

The City shall notify the Successful Respondent, in
writing, of any proposed person or entity to which City
has an objection. The Successful Respondent will not
employ any subcontractor or supplier against whom the
City may have reasonable objection. Nor will the
Successful Respondent be required to employ any
subcontractor or supplier unless the City determines that
there is good cause for doing so or if the terms of this
Solicitation or Contract specify otherwise.

The Successful Respondent shall be fully responsible for
all acts and omissions of their subcontractors and/or
suppliers and of persons and organizations directly or
indirectly employed by them and of persons and
organizations for whose acts any of them may be liable
to the same extent that they are responsible for the acts
and omissions of persons directly employed by them.

All work performed for the Successful Respondent by a
subcontractor, supplier, or other person will be pursuant
to an appropriate agreement between the Successful
Respondent and such person. All agreements between
the Successful Respondent and all subcontractors,
suppliers, or others shall specifically bind the
subcontractor, supplier, or other person to all applicable
terms and conditions of the Contract for the City’s benefit.

Nothing in the Contract shall create any contractual
obligation or liability on the part of the City to any
subcontractor, supplier, or other person having a direct
contract with Successful Respondent, including without
limitation any payment to any such person, except as
may otherwise be required by law.

1.52 Extensions
The City reserves the right to automatically extend the

Contract for up to one hundred twenty (120) calendar
days beyond the stated contract term in order to provide
City departments with continual service and supplies
while a new contract is being solicited, evaluated,
negotiated and/or awarded. If the right is exercised, the
City shall notify the Contractor, in writing, of its intent to
extend the Contract at the same price, terms and
conditions for a specific number of days. Additional
extensions over the first one hundred twenty (120) day
extension may occur, if, the City and the Contractor are
in mutual agreement of such extensions.

[END OF SECTION]
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ARTICLE 2 — SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS

2.1 Purpose

The intent of this RFP is to obtain competitive pricing from qualified firms with certified public accountants
to audit its financial statements for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2025 and for a five (5) fiscal year
term. All audits and services rendered are to be performed in accordance with generally accepted auditing
standards and the standards for financial audits set forth in the U.S. General Accounting Office's (GAO)
Government Auditing Standards, the provisions of the Federal Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996
(and any subsequent amendments) including final 2017 OMB compliance supplement, U.S. Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-133, Audits of State and Local Governments and the
provisions of the Florida Single Audit Act, F.S. 215.97, and F.S. 218.39 including final 2017 OMB
compliance. In the event of any inconsistency between the terms of this RFP and applicable law, the
more stringent requirement for the services to be performed shall apply.

2.2 Pre-Proposal Submission Conference

A Pre-Proposal Conference will be held at the date, time, and location specified in the introduction of this
Solicitation. During this conference the requirements of this RFP will be discussed.

The Cone of Silence will be temporarily lifted during the pre-submittal conference to discuss the project.
Any changes to this solicitation discussed during the conference or site visit shall not be binding unless
and until incorporated pursuant to an addendum to this RFP. Upon completion of the conference, the
Cone of Silence shall be reinstated and any substantive questions regarding the RFP shall be submitted
in writing to Procurement on or before the questions deadline set forth herein.

Proposers are required to be familiar with all information available in connection with this project, including
but not limited to the information obtained pursuant to the pre-submittal conference. By submission of a
Proposal, the Proposer certifies that it is acquainted sufficiently with the City and the work to be
performed.

2.3 Inquiries

This RFP is subject to the “Cone of Silence”. Accordingly, all questions and/or comments regarding this
RFP must be made in writing and be directed to Procurement at procurement@cityofdoral.com. All
inquiries must reference “REP_2025-02 — Financial Auditing Services” in the subject line. No phone
calls will be accepted. If it becomes necessary to provide additional clarifying information that revises any
part of this solicitation, supplements or revisions will be made available via written addendum. The
deadline for written questions is as specified in the introduction of this Solicitation.

2.4 Due Date

Proposals are due no later than the date and time specified in the introduction of this Solicitation.
Proposals must be submitted electronically through DemandStar https://network.demandstar.com/ or
Vendor Registry https://vendorregistry.com/ by the date and time stated above. The responsibility for
submitting a Proposal before the stated time and date is solely and strictly that of the Proposer. The City
is not responsible for any delayed, lost, late, misdelivered, or non-delivered Proposals, no matter the
cause. Any submittals received after the due date and time specified will not be considered.
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2.5

Qualifications & Experience

Tabs 1-5 in Section 2.10 Proposal Format provide the minimum qualifications for proposing firms.

2.6

Proposal Submittal Instructions

Proposals must be typed or printed in black or blue ink only with 11 point or larger font size on standard
Letter size pages. Use of erasable ink is not permitted. All corrections must be initialed. Any information
to be submitted as part of the response may be attached behind the required forms. Proposals are to be
submitted in the following format:

1.

2.7

Cover Page: Show the name of Proposer’s firm, address, telephone number, and name of contact
person, email address, date, and the subject: “Financial Auditing Services RFP 2025-02.”

Table of Contents: Include a Table of Contents which should follow in sequential order the
sections and documents specified herein, including all documents requested. All pages should be
consecutively numbered and correspond to the Table of Contents.

Letter of Transmittal: Provide a narrative summary of the Proposal in a brief and concise manner.
The letter should not exceed one page in length.

Proposer Qualification Statement: Specify Proposer's experience and qualifications. The
Quialification Statement must be written in sufficient detail to permit the City to conduct a
meaningful evaluation of the Proposer’s capacity to perform, including the following:

a. ldentify how Proposer meets or exceeds the firm minimum qualification requirements.

b. Detail Proposer’s qualifications to provide the services required in this Solicitation.

Project Team Qualification Statement: The Qualification Statement must be written in sufficient
detail to permit the City to conduct a meaningful evaluation of the project team’s capacity to
perform the services required herein, including the following:

a. Specify the individual that will serve as Proposer’s lead representative who shall be
responsible for all the work to be performed by the Provider under this Contract and shall
serve as the point of contact.

b. Specify any other key personnel who will be assigned to complete the Work.

Approach: Describe the proposal to complete the tasks specified in the Scope of Services. The
proposal should set forth a work plan, including an explanation of the audit methodology to be
followed. In developing the work plan, reference should be made to such sources of information
as the City of Doral’s budget and related materials, organizational charts, manuals and programs,
and financial and other management information systems.

RFP Required Forms: Proposer shall complete and submit all of the forms included in Exhibit A,
including, without limitation, the listing of sample menu items with menu pricing and proposed
percentage fees.

Exceptions

Exceptions to the specifications shall be listed in the Proposal and shall reference the section and provide
details of the exception. Any exceptions to the material provisions of this Solicitation, as determined by
the City in its sole discretion, may cause the proposal to be considered non-responsive.
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2.8

Evaluation Process

The procedure for Proposal evaluation and selection is as follows:

Procurement staff shall preliminarily review the Proposals for compliance with the submission
requirements of this RFP.

Phase I: Review by an Evaluation Committee (“Committee”), appointed by the City Mayor and
approved by the City Councilmembers, shall meet to evaluate each responsive Proposal in
accordance with the requirements of this RFP. The Committee shall be composed of at least three
(3) members and one committee member must be a member of the governing body of the City of
Doral who shall serve as the chair of the committee. An employee, a chief executive officer or a
chief financial officer of the City may not serve as a member of the committee but may serve in
an advisory capacity. The Committee may rank the firms deemed the most highly qualified to
perform the required services and shortlist a certain number of top-ranked firms for Phase I
evaluation.

Phase II: The Committee will hold brief presentations and/or interview sessions with either all
Proposers or with shortlisted firms. It is highly recommended that the proposed Project Manager
be a part of these Phase Il presentations. If requested by the Committee, informal
interviews/formal presentations will be scheduled. After such interview sessions, the Committee
will complete the ranking of the Proposals. Based on the number of submissions received, the
Committee may elect that all Proposers patrticipate in the interviews. The City may also decide
that the Phase Il portion of the process is not necessary and recommend for award based upon
Phase | only. Procurement staff will prepare the final score/ranking on behalf of the Committee
and will forward the same to the City Manager for the City Manager’'s recommendation.

After reviewing the Committee's scores and ranking as well as the administrative review
conducted by Procurement staff, the City Manager may take any action in the City’s best interest,
which may include but is not limited to the following: make a recommendation to award to Council,
may reject the Committee’s scoring in whole or in part, may require the Committee to re-evaluate,
or may reject all proposals.

The final award shall be subject to approval by City Council. The City shall be the sole judge of
its own best interests. Therefore, the City reserves the right, without qualification, to exercise
discretion and apply its judgment with respect to any responses submitted, as well as to reject all
responses. The City’s decision will be final.
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2.9

Evaluation Criteria

Proposals shall be evaluated by the Committee according to the following criteria and respective weight:

Evaluation Criteria Maximum Points

Phase I.

1.Cover Letter and Executive Summary Not Scored

2.Qualifications, Experience, and Past Performance 25 points

3.Approach and Responsiveness to Scope of Services 25 points

4.References 1

5.Price Schedule 20 points
TOTAL 80 points

Phase Il:

1.Informal Presentations/Interviews 20 points
TOTAL 100 points

Extra Points: Following the completion of the allocation of points by the committee, points will be added
for the following criteria:

Proposer provided proof of certification showing it is a certified veteran
business enterprise or certified service-disabled veteran business 5 points
enterprise, as defined in City of Doral Code Section 2-324

2.10

PROPOSAL FORMAT

Proposers should prepare their proposals using the following format. Proposers are encouraged
to label/tab their submittal using the bolded headings given below. In preparing proposals,
proposers should assume that the city has no previous knowledge of their products, services or
capabilities. Emphasis should be placed on clear, complete presentation of factual information.
All sections of the proposal should be prepared and submitted in a straightforward, economical
manner. Expensive binding, elaborate artwork, or other embellishments that improve a proposal’s
appearance without effecting its content are discouraged.

Additionally, Proposers may not make reference to information in previous proposals or bids
submitted to the City of Doral.

TAB 1. Cover Letter and Executive Summary (Not Scored)

> Cover and Dividers (Not Scored) - Cover page must be clearly marked with the RFP
number and project title (RFP No. 2025-02 — Financial Auditing Services) the Proposer’s firm
name, address, telephone number, and name of contact person, email address and the date.

> Table of Contents (Not Scored) - Include a clear identification of the contents by section
and page number and according to the organization described below.

> Cover Letter/ Executive Summary (Not Scored) - This letter will summarize in a brief and
concise manner the following:
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e Proposer's understanding of the scope of work and make a positive commitment to timely
perform the work.

e The letter must name all persons or entities interested in the proposal as principals.
The letter must declare that it is made without collusion with any other person or entity
submitting a proposal pursuant to this RFP.

o |dentify all the persons authorized to make representations for the proposer, including
the titles, addresses, and telephone numbers of such persons.

¢ An authorized agent of the proposer must sign the Cover Letter/ Executive Summary
must be signed by an authorized agent of the firm and indicate the agent's title or
authority.

> The firm identified on the Cover Letter/ Executive Summary will be considered the primary
firm. If more than one firm is named on the Cover Letter/ Executive Summary, a legal document
showing the partnership, joint venture, corporation, etc. shall be submitted showing the legality of
such. Submittal for Joint Venture to include executed Joint Venture agreement and if state law
requires that the Joint Venture be registered, filed, funded, or licensed prior to submission of the
proposal, then same shall be completed prior to submittal. Proposers shall make their own
independent evaluation of the requirements of the state law. The City will not consider submittals
that identify a joint partnership to be formed. The primary firm identified herein will be responsible for
final negotiations and receipt of payments from the City of Doral. The letter should not exceed two
pages in length.

TAB 2: Firms Qualifications, Experience, and Past Performance (Scored — 25 Points)

A. The proposer must show proof of having met the minimum requirements on the “Bidder
Qualification Statement” in Section 5. THE CITY WILL NOT ACCEPT ANY SUBSTITUTION
FOR THIS FORM.

B. Provide a concise summary of the key components of the company, organization, or team.
Company, organization, or team responsibilities throughout the term of the service shall be
discussed with clear identification of the specific entity responsible for that portion of the work.

C. Proposer should emphasize both the experience and capability of particular personnel who will
actually perform the work. Provide the relevant qualifications of the Key Staff proposed for the
project. Provide key staff qualifications and resumes. Key staff shall all have a minimum of 5 years
of applicable experience.

D. The proposal shall state the size of the firm, the size of the firm’s governmental staff, the
location of the office from which the work on this engagement is to be performed and the
number and nature of the professional staff to be employed in this engagement on a full-time
basis and the number and nature of the staff to be so employed on a part-time basis.

E. The firm shall identify the principal supervisory and management staff, including engagement
partners, managers, other supervisors, specialists and staff who would be assigned to the
engagement and indicate whether each such person is registered/licensed to practice as a
Certified Public Accountant in the State of Florida. The firm shall provide information on the
government auditing experience of each person including information on relevant continuing
professional education for the past three (3) years, the number of years of Local Government
experience, experience as it relates to the latest the Governmental Accounting Standards
Board (GASB) pronouncements and membership in professional organizations relevant to the
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performance of this audit. The firm shall indicate how the quality of staff over the term of the
agreement will be assured.

F. For the firm’s office that will be assigned responsibility for the audit, list the most significant
engagement (maximum of five) performed in the last five (5) years that are similar to the
engagement described in this Request for Proposals.

G. These engagements should be ranked on the basis of total staff hours. Indicate the scope of
work, date, engagement partners, total hours and name and telephone number of the principal
client contact.

H. Identify all current government clients and their fiscal year end date. Identify all government
clients for which you will engage as auditors for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2025.
Provide the number of funds maintained by and the total revenues of the clients for the most
recent fiscal year audit.

I.  The firm is also required to submit a copy of the report on its most recent external quality control
review, with a statement, whether that quality control review included a review of specific
government engagements.

J. The firm shall also provide information on the results of any federal or state desk reviews or
field review of its audits during the last three (3) years. In addition, the firm shall provide
information on the circumstances and status of any disciplinary action taken or pending against
the firm during the past three (3) years with the state or federal regulatory bodies or
professional organizations.

K. The firm must have performed work in the State of Florida. Supporting references must include
company name or governmental agency, contact person, telephone number and email
address. It is the responsibility of the provider to ascertain that the contact person will be
responsive.

L. The selected Proposer will be required to commit that the key personnel and/or principals named
in the proposal shall remain assigned to the project throughout the period of the contract. No
diversion or substitution of personnel or principals will be allowed without submission of a written
request with the qualifications and experience of the proposed replacement and agreement from
the City.

M. Indicate current and anticipated workloads and availability for other activities. Identify the extent
and nature of any anticipated outside support (subcontracting) that will be necessary to complete
the services herein. Identify each support awarded proposer by their trade. The City reserves the
right to reject any proposed firms used as outside support.

N. The City may consider a Proposal responsive where a Proposer has less than the stipulated
minimum number of years of experience solely where the Proposer has undergone a name
change and such change-of-name has been filed with the State of Florida, or where the Proposer
was a subsidiary of a larger firm and the Proposer’s firm has been merged into the larger firm.
Proposers must include documentation substantiating the above stated minimum requirements
as part of its Proposal for the City to consider crediting the years of experience from the Proposer
under its previous name, if applicable.
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O. Proposers must show proof of meeting these minimum qualifications and should do so by the
completion of the forms included in Exhibit A. Proposers must also identify at least one (1)
reference for each project/contract identified to substantiate specified experience, as required in
Exhibit A. It is the responsibility of the Proposer to ascertain that the reference/contact person will
be responsive. Supporting references must include company name or governmental agency,
contact person telephone number and email address. It is the responsibility of the proposer to
ascertain that the contact person will be responsive.

TAB 3: Approach and Responsiveness to the Scope of Services (Scored — 25 Points)

A. Proposer shall provide a narrative which addresses the Scope of Work and shows Proposer’s
understanding of City of Doral’'s needs and requirements.

B. Proposer should:

1. Describe the approach to completing the tasks specified in the Scope of Services. The
proposal should set forth a work plan, including an explanation of the audit methodology
to be followed, to perform the services required in Section 5 of this Request for Proposals.
In developing the work plan, reference should be made to such sources of information as
the City of Doral's budget and related materials, organizational charts, manuals and
programs, and financial and other management information systems.

2. Proposers will be required to provide the following information on their audit approach:

i. Proposed segmentation of the engagement.
ii. Level of staff and number of hours to be assigned to each proposed segment of
the engagement.
iii. Sample size and the extent to which statistical sampling is to be used in the
engagement.
iv. Extent of use of EDP software in the engagement.
v. Type and extent of analytical procedures to be used in the engagement.
vi. Approach to be taken to gain and document an understanding of the City of Doral’s
internal control structure.
vii. Approach to be taken in determining laws and regulations that will be subject to
audit test work.
viii. Approach to be taken in drawing audit samples for purpose of tests of compliance.

3. Include an implementation schedule with a final report delivery date and note key project
milestones and timelines for deliverables. Identify any assumptions used in developing
the schedule.

4. Include a statement indicating ability to begin work with minimum notice. Proposer may
also propose procedural or technical enhancements/innovations to the Scope of Services
which do not materially deviate from the objectives or required content of the Scope of
services.

TAB 4: References (Scored — 10 Points)
A. Proposer shall provide a minimum of three (3) local government references (only one reference
may be provided from each reference). The reference form to be completed is in Exhibit A.
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Proposer must send this reference form to a minimum of three references. The completed
reference forms must be included in the proposer’s submittal under this tab.

B. Proposers shall also provide a summary statement regarding any legal charges and/or
convictions of the organization or its officers regarding fraud, bribery, or criminal offenses. Specific
legal matters and lawsuits within the last five (5) years.

C. Additionally, Proposer shall list any contracts or agreements terminated for convenience, cause,
or default within the past three (3) years and shall provide an explanation of each occurrence (if
any). If no occurrences, Proposer shall so indicate.

TAB 5: Price Schedule (Scored — 20 Points)

A. Provide a detailed cost proposal to include the basis for the fees proposed. Fees proposed shall
be inclusive of all costs related to grant work for the City including, but not limited to, personnel,
overhead, profit, operating cost, reproduction, advertising communication costs, travel costs and
legal fees.

B. Proposer agrees and understands that the City reserves the right to add, delete or make any
adjustments to items proposed on the price proposal sheets.

TAB 6: Required Forms and Other Additional Documents (Not Scored)
Please complete the required forms in Exhibit A.

2.10 References and Verification

The City may conduct an investigation of references including a record check of consumer affairs
complaints. The City is the sole judge in determining Proposer's qualifications. Additionally, the City may
verify the information submitted by the Proposer and may obtain and evaluate additional information, as
it deems necessary to ascertain the Proposer’s ability to perform, which determination shall be made by
the City in its sole discretion. The Proposer’s submission of a Proposal constitutes acknowledgment of
the process and consent to investigate.

2.11 Basis of Award

The City intends to award a Contract to highly qualified proposer(s) who are responsive and responsible
and possess the best combination of qualifications, experience, and value, as further outlined in this RFP
and the evaluation criteria, and in the best interest of the City as determined by the City at its sole
discretion. The City reserves the right to award a single proposer for all facilities, a primary and secondary
proposer for each group, or a combination of proposers on a facility-by-facility basis, if determined to be
in the best interest of the City. The City reserves the right to include or exclude additional parks or remove
existing parks under the Contract as determined by the City Manager.

2.12 Licensing

Successful Proposer must provide a copy of its occupational/business license and State of Florida
business registration prior to award. Respondents must have the proper license(s) and/or certification(s)
to perform what is being requested in this project. Failure to possess the proper license(s) and/or
certification(s) may result in disqualification of proposal submittal or termination of the Contract after
award. Pursuant to section 607.1503(1), Florida Statutes, Corporations, out-of-state corporations are
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required to obtain a Florida Certificate of Authorization from the Florida Department of State, Division of
Corporations, to transact business in the State of Florida. Proposer shall be required to comply with all
applicable laws, including without limitation Florida Department of Health Food Sanitation requirements.

2.13 Contract Generally

The City will negotiate a Contract with the selected firm(s) pursuant to City Council approval. Each
Awarded Proposer must execute a contract within ten (10) days after the City notifies Proposer of the
award based upon the requirements set forth in the RFP through action taken by the City Council at a
fully authorized meeting. Where staff are not able to successfully negotiate a Contract with the top ranked
Proposer, the City may enter into negotiations with the next ranked Proposer until a Contract is
negotiated.

Notwithstanding any language contained herein or in the Proposal of an Awarded Proposer to the
contrary, the City reserves the right to negotiate any terms in any manner the City determines to be in its
best interest, including without limitation, the term, pricing, and other requirements and obligations. Any
subcontracts, sponsorship agreements, promotion contracts, or other contractual arrangements made in
connection with the project shall be subject to the terms of the Contract resulting from this RFP.

2.14 Term

The City anticipates that the Awarded Proposer will enter into a contract with the City for a term of five
(5) years, subject to the provisions contained in this RFP.

2.15 Pricing

If a Proposer is awarded a contract under this RFP solicitation, the prices negotiated between the City
and the Proposer shall not be adjusted without the City’s approval in its sole and absolute discretion.
However, the Proposer may offer incentives and discounts on its pricing to the public at any time during
the contractual term. The City reserves the right to negotiate pricing for the additional term(s) based on
market research information or other factors that influence price.

The pricing proposed shall be inclusive of all required components to provide the services herein required,
including without limitation all tools, equipment, materials, goods, supplies, furnishing of transportation
and services, fuel, power, water, essential communications, and the performance of all labor, work, or
other operations required for the fulfillment of the Contract in strict accordance with the Contract
Documents. The Work shall be complete, and all work, materials, and services not expressly shown or
as called for in the Contract Documents which may be necessary for the complete and proper completion
of the Work in good faith shall be performed, furnished, and installed by the Awarded Respondent as
though originally so specified or shown, at no increase in cost to the City.

2.16 Insurance Requirements

The awarded Proposer will provide and maintain (and cause its subcontractors, if any, to provide and
maintain) throughout the term of the awarded contract, the insurance policies and coverages set forth in
the attached and incorporated Exhibit B. Prior to execution of the contract, and any time thereafter that
the City may request, the awarded Proposer must furnish a Certificate of Insurance and Declaration of
Coverage Page showing the City of Doral as additional named insured on each of the policies. The City
reserves the right to require additional insurance in order to meet the full value of the scope of services.
The Certificate shall contain a provision that coverage afforded under the policy will not be cancelled or
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materially changed until at least thirty (30) days prior written notice has been given to the City. In the
event the Certificate of Insurance provided indicates that the insurance shall terminate and lapse during
the period of the Contract, the vendor shall furnish, at least thirty (30) days prior to the expiration of the
date of such insurance, a renewed Certificate of Insurance as proof that equal and like coverage for the
balance of the period of the Contract or extension hereunder is in effect.

[END OF SECTION]
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3.1

ARTICLE 3 = SCOPE OF WORK

Scope of Services

Proposers shall be in the business of Public Accounting and Auditing Services and must possess
sufficient financial support, equipment and organization to ensure that it can satisfactorily perform
the services if awarded a Contract. Proposers must demonstrate that they, or the key staff
assigned to the project, have successfully provided services with similar magnitude to those
specified in the scope of services to at least one entity similar in size and complexity to the City
of Doral or can demonstrate they have the experience with large scale private sector clients and
the managerial and financial ability to successfully perform the work.

Proposers shall satisfy each of the following requirements cited below. Failure to do so may
result in the proposal being deemed non-responsive.

The services required by the awarded contractor for the City shall include the following:

3.1.1. The City desires the Auditor to express an opinion on the fair presentation of its general-
purpose financial statements in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles
(GAAP). The financial audit shall meet the requirements of the State of Florida State
Statutes and the City of Doral Municipal Charter.

3.1.2. The auditor shall also prepare required management reports and any other reports as may
be required. The auditor shall also perform certain limited procedures involving required
supplementary information as may be required by the State Statutes, the Florida Auditor
General, GASB and the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA), as
mandated by generally accepted auditing standards.

3.1.3. The audit shall be performed in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards as
set forth by the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and generally accepted
government auditing standards as promulgated by the General Accounting Office (GAO)
and the Rules of the Auditor General of the State of Florida, the standards of financial
audits.

3.1.4. The City of Doral will require fifteen (15) copies of the financial statements provided by
the audit firm. The auditor will assist in the preparation of the financial statements and
footnotes.

3.1.5. The auditor shall be required to make an immediate written report of all fraud and illegal
acts of which they become aware to the Finance Director and the City Manager.

3.1.6. All working papers and reports must be retained at the auditor’s office and at the auditor’s
expense, for a minimum of five (5) years, unless the firm is notified in writing by the City
of Doral the need to extend the retention period. The auditor will be required to make
working papers available upon request to the city.

3.1.7. The auditor shall be required to attend City Council Meetings if requested from the City.
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3.2

3.1.8. Throughout the year, additional work may be requested from the auditing firm such as
verification of data used in official statements, assistance with special financial projects,
tax services, pension assistance, and management advisory services. A schedule of
compensation rates for these various types of additional work shall be included reflecting
hourly rates applicable to projects which may be requested and negotiated with the City.

3.1.9. The auditor is required to audit Federal & State Awards in accordance with Federal and
Florida Single Audit Act Respectively.

3.1.10. The auditor shall be required to attend the City’s Citizens Audit Advisory Board Meeting if
requested from the City.

3.1.11. Firm and those performing the work must be appropriately licensed and registered in the
State of Florida.

3.1.12. Serve as a general resource to the City staff.

AUDITING STANDARDS

To meet the requirements of this Request for Proposals, the auditor shall be performed in
accordance with:

3.2.1.

3.2.2.

3.2.3.

3.2.4.

3.2.5.

3.2.6.

3.2.7.

3.2.8.

3.2.9.

RFP-2025-02

Generally Accepted Auditing Standards as set forth by the American Institute of Certified
Public Accountants.

The standards for financial audits set forth in the U.S. General Accounting Office’s
Government Auditing Standards (2018 Revision).

The provisions of the Federal Single Audit Act of 1984 (as amended in 1996 and
subsequently).

The Florida Single Audit Act;
The Provisions of U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-133.

Audits of States, Local Governments and Non-Profit Organizations, Audits of State and
Local Governments (Revised) — AICPA.

Section 11.45, Florida Statutes.
State of Florida Department of Banking and Finance Regulators.

Rules adopted by the State of Florida Auditor General for form and content of
governmental unit audits;
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3.2.10.

Any other applicable Federal, State and Local Laws or Regulations;

Any updates of, or amendments to, these described auditing standards are to be incorporated
in future audits performed by the selected auditor performing auditing engagements for the City
of Doral in future fiscal years.

3.3 REPORTS

Following the completion of the audit of the City of Doral financial statement for the fiscal year

ending

3.3.1.

3.3.2.

3.3.3.

3.3.4.

3.3.5.

3.3.6.

3.3.7.

RFP-2025-02

September 30th, the auditor shall issue:

A Report from an Independent Certified Public Accountants on the fair presentation of
the financial statements in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in
the United States. Pursuant to an audit conducted in accordance with auditing standards
generally accepted in the United States and the standards applicable to financial audits
contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the
United States.

A Report from an Independent Certified Public Accountants on Compliance and on
Internal Control over Financial Reporting based on an audit of Financial Statements
Performed in Accordance with Government Auditing Standards.

An Independent Auditor’'s Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program and
Major State Project; Report on Internal Control over Compliance and Report on the
Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards and State Financial Assistance required by
OMB Circular A-133, Section 215.97 Florida Statues, and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the
Auditor General.

An Independent Auditor's Report to City Management in Accordance with Audits of
States, Local Governments, Non-Profit Organizations and Chapter 10.550, Rules of the
Florida Auditor General.

In the independent Auditor’s Report on Internal Control over Financial Reporting and on
Compliance and other matters, the auditor shall communicate any material weakness
found during the audit. A material weakness is a deficiency, or combination of
deficiencies in the internal control such that there is a reasonable possibility that a
material misstatement of the entity’s statement will not be prevented or detected and
corrected on a timely basis.

The reports on compliance and internal controls shall include all instances of
noncompliance.

Auditors shall also disclose the following with the Finance Director and City Manager:

i. The auditor's responsibility under generally accepted auditing standards, and
assurances that the independent auditor is currently licensed, and that the members
of the audit team have the minimum required Continuing Professional Education
credits required for performing audits under Governmental Auditing Standards.

ii. Significant changes to accounting policies.
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3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

iii. Any difficulties encountered while performing the audit.
iv. Significant audit adjustments.

v. Any concerns with management decisions.

vi. Any major issues must be discussed prior to retention.

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

3.4.1. The City of Doral will submit its Annual Comprehensive Financial Report (ACFR) to the
Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada for review in
their Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting program. It is
anticipated that the auditor will be required to provide any special assistance deemed
necessary to the City in order to meet the requirements of that program. The deadline
for the submission of the first draft of the ACFR is March 1%,

3.4.2. Inthe event the City of Doral plans to issue official statements related to the sale of debt
securities, it is required that such statements include the general-purpose financial
statements along with the accompanying auditor’s report. Furthermore, upon request by
the fiscal advisor and/or the underwriter, the auditor shall be obligated to provide a formal
‘consent and citation of expertise” affirming their role as the auditor, as well as any
necessary “comfort letters”.

3.4.3. The Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards and State Financial assistance
Projects and related auditor’s report as well as the reports on compliance and internal
controls are to be issued as part of the ACFR.

IRREGULARITIES AND ILLEGAL ACTS

The auditors shall be required to make an immediate, written report to the Finance Director and
City Manager of all irregularities and illegal acts or indications of illegal acts of which they
become aware.

F.O.B. POINT

Services provided under this contract shall be F.O.B. destination. All costs for transporting
equipment, material and/or labor shall be borne by the awarded proposer.

CONTRACT CANCELLATION

The City of Doral reserves the right to cancel this contract for any reason without cause upon thirty
(30) days written notice to Awarded proposer, and Awarded proposer reserves the right to cancel
this contract for any reason with cause and documentation supporting such on a schedule
acceptable to the City and upon one-hundred and twenty (120) days written notice to the City
Manager. In the case of cancellation by the Awarded proposer, reparations must be paid to the
City in the amount of 50% of the contract amount.

COMPLIANCE WITH OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY (OSHA) STANDARDS

Proposer certifies that all materials, equipment, etc., contained in this proposal meets all
O.S.H.A. requirements. Proposer further certifies, that, if he/she is the successful Proposer, and
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3.9

the materials, equipment, etc., delivered is subsequently found to be deficient in any O.S.H.A.
requirement in effect on the date of use, all costs necessary to bring the materials equipment,
etc., into compliance with the aforementioned requirements shall be borne by the Proposer.

The Contractor shall comply with all applicable Federal, State and Local laws regarding
"Occupational Environmental Safety and Health". This shall include but not be limited to
compliance with the U.S. Department of Labor-Occupational Safety and health and the Florida
State Department of Labor Divisions of Safety Standards and regulations. Upon request the
contractor shall provide the City with a copy of their written safety program pertaining to the
subject of the bid/contract, if such a program is required by law.

The successful Proposer shall be solely and completely responsible for conditions of the job
site, including safety of all persons, (including employees) and property during performance of
the work. This requirement shall apply continuously and not be limited to normal working hours.
Safety provisions shall confirm to the U.S. Department of Labor (OSHA), Florida Department of
Labor, and all other applicable federal, state, county, and local laws, ordinances, codes, and
regulations. Where any of these are in conflict, the more stringent requirement shall be followed.
The successful Proposer's failure to thoroughly familiarize himself/herself with the
aforementioned provisions shall not relieve him/her from compliance with the obligations and
penalties set forth therein.

The City reserves the right to make safety inspections at any time the successful Proposer is
within the City limits to ensure safety rules are not being violated.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Availability of Prior Audit Reports and Working Papers

Interested Proposers who wish to review prior years' Annual Comprehensive Financial Reports
(ACFR) and management letters will find this information located on the City’s website at: City
of Doral Annual Financial Reports. The successor Auditor may make reasonable inquiries and
requests, including review of working papers, relating to matters of continuing accounting
significance to the predecessor Auditor.

Preferred Schedule for Conducting Audits
The Auditor shall complete each of the following no later than the dates indicated below:

1. Interim Work
The Auditor shall complete interim work by September 30th.

2. Detailed Audit Plan
The Auditor shall provide the City of Doral by August 31st, both a detailed audit plan and a
list of all schedules to be prepared by the City of Doral.

3. Fieldwork
The Auditor shall complete all fieldwork by December 31st.

4. Draft Reports
The auditor shall have drafts of the audit report and recommendations to management

available for review by February 10th.
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5. Date Audit May Commence
The City of Doral will have all records ready for audit and all management personnel
available to meet with the firm’s personnel as of November 30th of each year.

6. Date Final Report Is Due
The auditor will deliver the opinion letter, management letter, and all final requested reports
on or before March 31% of each year. The final report and the up to fifteen (15) signed copies
should be delivered to the City Finance Director, 8401 NW 53 Terrace, Doral, Florida
33166.

[END OF SECTION]
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ARTICLE 4 — REQUIRED SUBMISSION FORMS

INTERESTED PROPOSERS SHALL SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING FORMS IN THE EXACT SEQUENCE
PROVIDED, INCLUDING INSERTION OF DOCUMENTS WHERE SPECIFIED. THE FOLLOWING MATERIALS
ARE CONSIDERED ESSENTIAL AND NON-WAIVABLE FOR ANY RESPONSE TO THIS SOLICITATION.

The required forms are attached to this Solicitation as Exhibit A, and are inclusive of the following:

Solicitation Response Form
Bidder/Proposer Qualification Statement
Reference Form
Price Sheet
Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form
Bidder/Proposer Affidavits

o Ownership Disclosure
Public Entity Crimes
Compliance with Foreign Entity Laws
Disability Non-Discrimination & Equal Employment Opportunity
Conformance with OSHA Standards
E-Verify Program Affidavit
No Contingency Affidavit
Copeland “Anti-Kickback” Act Affidavit
Non-Collusion Affidavit
Drug Free Workplace Program
Cone of Silence Certification

o Bidder Affirmation

7. Certificate of Authority

o gk wnN ke

O O O 0O O O O O O O
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