
NOTICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE 

ENTRANCE FEATURE APPROVAL

CITY OF DORAL

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Article III, Division 2, Entrance 

Feature, Section 77-103 of the City Land Development Code, the Planning 

and Zoning Director for the City of Doral has approved the following Entrance 

Feature Plan.

APPLICANT: Alejandro J. Arias, Esq. on behalf of 107th Avenue Doral 

Properties

PROJECT NAME: Midtown Doral Entrance Feature

LOCATION: The subject property is located east of NW 107th Avenue and 

south of NW 90th Street Doral, Florida. 

DESCRIPTION: An entrance feature consisting of a 8.22 feet by 5 feet 

monument sign located on the median at the NW 107th Avenue and NW 

78th street entry to the development as per plans entitled “Midtown Doral – 

Phase IA”, prepared by Pascual Perez Kiliddjian & associates, dated stamped 

received September 27, 2017, as amended.

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Tracts E and F, of Grand Bay Commons South, 

recorded in Plat Book 1 71, Page 45, of the Public Records of Miami-Dade 

County, Florida.

Location

 

Information relating to the subject application is on file and may be examined 

in the City of Doral, Planning and Zoning Department (305-593-6630) located 

at 8401 N.W. 53 Terrace, Doral, Florida 33166, during normal business hours.

Any property owner in the area may challenge this determination by filing 

an appeal to an Administrative Decision within 15 days after the Directors’ 

decision is published in a newspaper of general circulation.

Connie Diaz, CMC

City Clerk 

10/18 17-33/0000266893M

by Brenda Sapino Jeffreys

A federal judge said he would bring 
in the U.S. Attorney’s Office and the 
FBI to interview witnesses after plain-
tiffs attorney Mark Lanier raised con-
cerns about possible witness tamper-
ing in a hip implant bellwether trial 
in Dallas.

The trial concerns hip implants made 
by DePuy Orthopaedics Inc., a subsid-
iary of Johnson & Johnson.

“This is a serious matter that re-
quires serious — you know — seri-
ous treatment and has serious rami-
fications,” U.S. District Judge Ed 
Kinkeade of the Northern District of 
Texas said during the hearing in his 
Dallas courtroom.

Kinkeade said he would not jump to 
conclusions, but “it is certainly disturb-
ing and disconcerting to me.”

The issue came up after orthopedic 
surgeon Dr. David Shein filed an affi-
davit in Alicea v. DePuy Orthopaedics 
Sunday night alleging that a DePuy 
Orthopaedics Inc. sales representative 
told him during a surgery-related con-
versation at his hospital in the Bronx on 
Oct. 13 that “there could be ramifica-
tions” for the doctor’s medical practice 
in connection with his upcoming Dallas 
testimony.

Shein said in the affidavit that the 
sales rep complained to him that the 
lawyers were “peppering him” and the 
“business in Dallas was freaking [him] 
out.” Shein said in the affidavit that the 
sales rep told him DePuy lawyers had 
contacted him on Oct. 12 and that the 
conversation made him anxious.

“He said the lawyers were ‘on him 
like crazy.’ They were putting ‘big time 
pressure’ on him,” Shein wrote in the af-
fidavit about his conversation with the 
sales rep.

Lanier, who is the founder of Lanier 
Law Firm in Houston, is lead lawyer 
for the six plaintiffs in the hip implant 
trial that began on Sept. 19. He told 
Kinkeade, according to a transcript 
of the hearing, that the information in 
Shein’s affidavit is very alarming.

“It is extremely concerning to me 
when there are requirements under the 
federal law, as well as state law, that wit-
nesses not be tampered with, that—that 
it’s a serious felony, that it involves pris-
on time, that it cuts to the core of who 
we are as a people and what our courts 
are about,” Lanier said.

Lanier, who had planned to put 
Shein on the witness stand until he 
learned of the information in the doc-
tor’s affidavit, told Kinkeade he would 
not have Shein testify on Monday. He 
cited various reasons: Shein’s friend-
ship with the sales rep, the fact that 
lawyers for DePuy had spoken with 
the sales rep, and the fact that the 
sales rep told Shein he still believes in 
metal-on-metal implants.

Lanier said it’s the kind of stuff that’s 
in books or movies.

He said it “shows a great measure of 
flippant disregard for this court.”

Lanier told Kinkeade he isn’t sure 
what relief he will request based on 
Shein’s affidavit.

Defense attorney Steven 
Quattlebaum, managing member of 
Quattlebaum, Grooms & Tull in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment. 
In court, however, Quattlebaum told 
Kinkeade he wants to know the “whole 
facts,” according to the transcript.

Quattlebaum told Kinkeade he was 
angry Lanier insinuated it was improp-
er for DePuy’s lawyers to talk to the 
sales rep, who is an employee, before 
Shein’s deposition.

Quattlebaum told Kinkeade he was 
in on a call with the sales rep on the 
afternoon of Oct. 13, hours after he al-
legedly spoke to Shein. But he is aware 
that some other lawyers did call the 
sales rep a few days earlier to set up the 
Oct. 13 call. Quattlebaum said the goal 
of that call was to determine from the 
sales rep if he still had a good relation-
ship with Shein and if the doctor was 
still using DePuy products.

Kinkeade said he wants the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office and the FBI to inter-
view the sale rep and any lawyer who 
had contact with him.

Quattlebaum asked Kinkeade to is-
sue a gag order on the witness issue 
“because we think that public dissemi-
nation of this information runs a seri-
ous risk of contaminating the trial and 
rendering a fair trial impossible.”

Lanier said he was “strongly op-
posed” to a gag order on the witness 
issue.

Kinkeade denied the motion.
Contact Brenda Sapino Jeffreys at bjef-

freys@alm.com.

Mark Lanier, the lead lawyer for six plaintiffs 
in the trial, told a federal judge that the infor-
mation in a potential witness’s affidavit is very 
alarming.

Plaintiffs Lawyer Suggests Witness 
Tampering in Hip Implant Trial
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