
CITY OF DORAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

All residents, property owners and other interested parties are hereby notified of a Council Zoning 
Hearing meeting on Wednesday, March 27, 2019 beginning at 6:00 PM, to consider the following 
non-use variance to the Land Development Code. This meeting will be held at the City of Doral, 
Government Center, Council Chambers located at 8401 NW 53rd Terrace, Doral, Florida, 33166. 

RESOLUTION No. 19-

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DORAL, FLORIDA, 
APPROVING/DENYING A NON-USE VARIANCE FROM SECTIONS 53-127 AND 68-824 OF THE 
LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE, TO PERMIT THE LOT SIZE OF 6,998 SQUARE FEET, WHERE THE 
PERMITTED MINIMUM LOT SIZE IS 7,500 SQUARE FEET FOR A PROPOSED 1-STORY WAREHOUSE 
BUILDING FOR A PROPERTY LOCATED SOUTH OF NW 55 STREET BETWEEN NW 78 AVENUE 
AND NW 77 COURT, DORAL, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

HEARING NO.: 19-01-DOR-10
APPLICANT: Manny Mendez
PROJECT NAME: Non-Use Variance for Lot Size 
PROJECT OWNER: M and R Twin Group, Inc. 
LOCATION: Located South of NW 55 Street between NW 78 Avenue and NW 77 Court
FOLIO NUMBER: 35-3022-001-0880
SIZE OF PROPERTY: ± .16 Acre (6,988 Sq. Ft.)
PRESENT LAND USE: Industrial 
PRESENT ZONING: Industrial 
REQUEST: A request for approval of a non-use variance to permit the lot size of 6,988 square feet, 
where the permitted minimum lot size is 7,500 square feet pursuant to Sections 53-127 and 68-824 of 
the Land Development Code, respectively. 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 22 53 40 .16 AC, AIRPORT GARDENS PB 48-41, W1/2 LOT 76, LOT SIZE 6988 
SQ FT, OR 12174-1203 0684 1, F/A/U 30-3022-001-0880

Location Map

Information relating the subject application is on file and may be examined in the City of Doral, 
Planning and Zoning Department Located at 8401 NW 53rd Terrace, Doral, FL. 33166. All persons 
are invited to appear at this meeting or be represented by an agent, or to express their views in writing 
addressed to the City Clerk, 8401 NW 53rd Terrace, Doral, Fl. 33166. Maps and other data pertaining 
to these applications are available for public inspection during normal business hours in City Hall. 
Any persons wishing to speak at a public hearing should register with the City Clerk prior to that item 
being heard. Inquiries regarding the item may be directed to the Planning and Zoning Department at 
305-59-DORAL. 

Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes If a person decides to appeal any decisions made by 
the City Council with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, they will need a 
record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is 
to be based. This notice does not constitute consent by the City for introduction or admission of 
otherwise inadmissible or irrelevant evidence, nor does it authorize challenges or appeals not otherwise 
allowed by law. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, all persons who are disabled 
and who need special accommodations to participate in this meeting because of that disability should 
contact the Planning and Zoning Department at 305-59-DORAL no later than three (3) business days 
prior to the proceeding.

NOTE: If you are not able to communicate, or are not comfortable expressing yourself, in the English 
language, it is your responsibility to bring with you an English-speaking interpreter when conducting 
business at the City of Doral during the zoning application process up to, and including, appearance 
at a hearing. This person may be a friend, relative or someone else. A minor cannot serve as a valid 
interpreter. The City of Doral DOES NOT provide interpretation services during the zoning application 
process or during any quasi-judicial proceeding.

NOTA: Si usted no está en capacidad de comunicarse, o no se siente cómodo al expresarse en inglés, es 
de su responsabilidad traer un intérprete del idioma inglés cuando trate asuntos públicos o de negocios 
con la Ciudad de Doral durante el proceso de solicitudes de zonificación, incluyendo su comparecencia 
a una audiencia. Esta persona puede ser un amigo, familiar o alguien que le haga la traducción durante 
su comparecencia a la audiencia. Un menor de edad no puede ser intérprete. La Ciudad de Doral NO 
suministra servicio de traducción durante ningún procedimiento durante el proceso de solicitudes de 
zonificación. 

Connie Diaz, MMC 
City Clerk
City of Doral 
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Commentary by
Spencer Aronfeld

More families are taking cruises than 
ever before, according to recent re-

ports from Cruise Lines 
International Association, 
Inc, which shows that de-
mand has gone up 20.5 
percent in the last five 
years. As more families 
are choosing cruises as 
their vacation of choice, 
it is more important than 
ever to emphasize safety 

for the youngest passengers onboard.
Major cruise lines including, Royal 

Caribbean, Norwegian Cruise Line, 
Carnival Cruise Line, Disney Cruise Line 
and Princess Cruises heavily market to 
young families who are looking for the 
accommodations of a luxury resort, 
while experiencing endless excitement 
and adventures at sea. These major 
cruise lines offer state-of-the-art ship de-
sign with an array of kid-friendly activi-
ties, such as wave pools, rock-climbing 
walls, FlowRiders, laser tag, movie the-
aters, ice-skating, even a first-of-its-kind 
roller coaster at sea. It seems as if cruise 
lines are always looking for the next best 
thing when it comes to attractions and 
activities for passengers on their ships.

Cruise ships are regulated by mari-
time law and must 
follow regulations de-
signed to protect the 
safety, security and 
health of its passengers. 
However, this responsi-
bility does not mean that all areas of the 
ship must be “child-proofed.” However, 
just like on land serious accidents and 
injuries can happen to children at sea 
when the proper precautions are not 
taken, or the cruise line is negligent in 
caring for its minor passengers. Among 
the  most common accident sites on 
cruise ships  involve stairs and steps. 
While a cruise line can be held liable for 
unsafe conditions if a child passenger 
is injured, it helps to be aware of safety 
concerns that affect children on a cruise.

The pools are always a major attraction 
when it comes to families on cruise ships, 
but whenever water is involved, certain 
risks come into play. Most cruises do not 
provide lifeguards at their pools, so pa-
trons are swimming at their own risk. For 
this reason, children should always be su-
pervised by an adult when around pools, 
water slides, wave pools, splash pads, etc. 
If the cruise line does not provide life-
guards, they are required to post signage 
indicating that patrons are swimming at 
their own risk, but for safety purposes, 
parents can never be too cautious. Never 
assume someone else is watching your 
child when they are in or around water.

Even if the child is not actually in the 
water but is near the edge, pool decks can 
become very slippery and dangerous. We 
always recommend children wear water 
shoes with proper tread that provide good 
traction around these areas. A child who 
is running around the water’s edge could 
easily slip and fall into the water without 
the parent even knowing. Drowning can 
happen in seconds and is a leading cause 
of preventable injury and death in chil-
dren under 10 years old.

Not only are pools and other water at-
tractions popular areas where accidents 
involving children occur, but injuries on 
decks are also quite common. In 2017, 

an 8-year-old girl tragically fell two stories 
from an interior deck while traveling with 
her family onboard the Carnival Glory. 
The child was waiting for the ship to dis-
embark with her family at a railing with 
her younger brother when she fell. While 
hotels and resorts on land have certain re-
quirements, they must meet when it comes 
to proper height of railings and banisters 
cruise ships do as well.  These tragic ac-
cidents can happen at sea, and cruise lines 
are held to the same standards of safety.

Make sure children are kept at a safe 
distance from railings but are also cau-
tious on stairs. In fact, staircases are one 
of the most common places where people 
trip, slip or fall on cruise ships. One reason 
for this is cruise ship design does not al-
ways comply with what normal building 
codes require on land, including dimen-
sions with which steps, treads, risers and 
other banisters are constructed.

Another common injury that can oc-
cur to children while at sea involves sun 
damage. Because of how easily children 
can burn and the intense sun exposure 
while at sea, it is important that parents 
protect their children’s skin as much as 
possible. Put on plenty of sunscreen and 
make sure that your children wear hats 
and appropriate cover-ups when in the 
sun or on the ship’s deck. Putting on sun-
screen once is not enough. It should be 
applied frequently throughout the day.

For children who are 
older and are trusted to 
explore the ship on their 
own, teaching them the 
importance of safety in 
numbers is key. As chil-

dren get older, it can be easier for them to 
make friends on the ship, and while chil-
dren can be extremely trusting, it is up to 
the parents to make sure they are not too 
trusting of others they meet on the ship.

Never allow your child to go in another 
person’s cabin or allow a stranger in their 
cabin. If the older children are alone in the 
cabin, tell them to not open the door if some-
one knocks, even if that person says they are 
a crew member. If the individual is, in fact, 
a crew member, he or she can come back 
later when the adult returns to the room.

Most cruise ships are intimidating even 
for adults, let alone children. Always make 
sure that children are with at least one 
other companion, such as an older sibling 
or other adult. Parents should also set up 
parameters with their older children on 
where they can go on the ship. If any areas 
exist that a parent wants children to stay 
clear from, make sure that this information 
is made clear before the start of the cruise.

It can seem like a lot of rules, but the 
safety of your children always comes 
first. Your family can have the time of 
their lives while at sea. These safety tips 
can help keep you and your loved ones 
safe while on your next cruise.

If your child does suffer injury or illness 
while on a cruise and is treated by the 
medical staff onboard the ship, it is always 
advisable to get a second opinion immedi-
ately when you return home. While cruise 
ships have a medical facility and a doctor 
onboard, their ability to properly diagnose 
and properly treat anything other than 
upset stomachs, sea sickness, and minor 
cuts and bruises, is questionable.

Spencer Aronfeld, a maritime lawyer, is 
the founder of Aronfeld Trial Lawyers in 
Miami. He is a board-certified civil trial law-
yer and has successfully represented injured 
people and their families in accident cases 
against cruise lines around the world.

Important Tips for Cruising With Kids 
From a Cruise Ship Accident Attorney
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