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northern region, desper-
ately searching for food.
“We must get more aid

into Gaza,” President Joe
Biden said Tuesday.
“There’s no excuse.
None.”
Aid groups have said it

has become nearly impos-
sible to deliver supplies
within most of Gaza be-
cause of the difficulty of
coordinating their move-
ments with the Israeli
military, the ongoing com-
bat and a breakdown of
public order.
The United States, Qatar

and Egypt have spent
weeks trying to broker an
agreement in which Ha-
mas would release up to
40 hostages in return for a
six-week cease-fire, the

CAIRO
Three days of negotia-

tions with Hamas over a
cease-fire in Gaza and the
release of Israeli hostages
failed to achieve a break-
through on Tuesday, Egyp-
tian officials said, less than
a week before the start of
the Muslim holy month of
Ramadan, the informal
deadline for a deal.
The nearly five months

of fighting has left much of
the Gaza Strip in ruins and
created a worsening hu-
manitarian catastrophe,
with many, especially in
the enclave’s devastated

release of some Palestinian
prisoners held by Israel
and a major influx of aid to
the isolated territory.
Two Egyptian officials

said that the latest round
of discussions ended on
Tuesday. They said Hamas
presented a proposal that
mediators would discuss
with Israel in the coming
days.
One of the officials said

that mediators would meet
Wednesday with the Ha-
mas delegation, which did
not leave Cairo.
Hamas has refused to

release all of the estimated
100 hostages it holds, and
the remains of around 30
more, unless Israel ends its
offensive, withdraws from
Gaza and releases a large

number of Palestinian
prisoners, including senior
militants serving life sen-
tences.
U.S. officials have said

that they are skeptical that
Hamas actually wants a
deal, because the group
has balked at a number of
what the U.S. and others
believe are legitimate
requests, including giving
the names of hostages to
be released.
“It is on Hamas to make

decisions about whether it
is prepared to engage,”
U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said Tues-
day.
“We have an opportuni-

ty for an immediate cease-
fire that can bring hostages
home, that can dramat-

ically increase the amount
of humanitarian aid get-
ting in to Palestinians who
so desperately need it, and
can set the conditions for
an enduring resolution,”
Blinken said.
Senior Hamas official

Osama Hamdan said
Tuesday that his group
demands a permanent
cease-fire, rather than a
six-week pause, and a
“complete withdrawal” of
Israeli forces.
“The security and safety

of our people will be
achieved only by a perma-
nent cease-fire, the end of
the aggression and the
withdrawal from every
inch of the Gaza Strip,”
Hamdan told reporters in
Beirut.
Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu has
publicly rejected Hamas’
demands and repeatedly
vowed to continue the war
until Hamas has been
dismantled and all of the
hostages returned. Israel
did not send a delegation
to the latest round of nego-
tiations
Israel was still waiting

for Hamas to hand over a
list of hostages who are
alive as well as the hos-
tage-to-prisoner ratio it
seeks in any release deal,
an Israeli official said. It
was not clear whether that
information was included
in the latest proposal.
The Israeli and Egyptian

officials spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity be-
cause they were not autho-
rized to brief the media on
the negotiations.
When asked whether

Hamas has a list of the
surviving hostages, Ham-
dan said that the matter
was not relevant to the
talks and accused Israel of
using it as an excuse to
avoid engaging in the
negotiations.
Benny Gantz, a member

of Netanyahu’s war cabi-
net and his main political
rival, met with senior U.S.
officials in Washington on
a visit that drew a rebuke
from the prime minister,
the latest sign of a growing
rift within Israel’s lead-

ership.
Mediators had hoped to

broker an agreement be-
fore Ramadan, the month
of dawn-to-dusk fasting
that often sees heightened
Israeli-Palestinian tensions
linked to access to a major
holy site in Jerusalem.
Ramadan is expected to
begin around March 10,
depending on the sighting
of the moon.
“The negotiations are

sensitive. I can’t say there
is optimism or pessimism,
but we haven’t yet reached
a point at which we can
achieve a cease-fire,”
Egyptian Foreign Minister
Sameh Shoukry said Mon-
day.
The war began with a

Hamas attack inside south-
ern Israel on Oct. 7 in
which Palestinian militants
killed around 1,200 people
and took about 250 hos-
tages into Gaza. More than
100 of the hostages were
released during a week-
long cease-fire in Novem-
ber.
The attack sparked an

Israeli invasion of the
enclave of 2.3 million peo-
ple that Gaza’s Health
Ministry says has killed
more than 30,000 Pal-
estinians. Aid groups say
the fighting has displaced
most of the territory’s
population and pushed a
quarter of it to the brink of
famine.
The U.N. children’s

agency said Monday that
at least 10 children have
reportedly died in isolated
northern Gaza because of
dehydration and malnutri-
tion.
“There are likely more

children fighting for their
lives somewhere in one of
Gaza’s few remaining
hospitals, and likely even
more children in the north
unable to obtain care at
all,” Adele Khodr, the
UNICEF regional director
for the Middle East and
North Africa, said in a
statement.
“These tragic and horrif-

ic deaths are man-made,
predictable and entirely
preventable,” she added.
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Displaced Palestinian women walking under the cover of an improvised white flag and carrying their belongings pass
Israeli troops while fleeing the Hamad City area of Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip on Tuesday.
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