
CITY OF DORAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

All residents, property owners and other interested parties are hereby notified of a Council Zoning 
Hearing on Wednesday, August 22, 2018 beginning at 6:00 PM, to consider the following amendment 
to Chapter 35, “Special Events”, Article II, “Outdoor Events” Regulations of the Code of Ordinances. The 
City Council will consider this item for FIRST READING. This meeting will be held at the City of Doral, 
Government Center, Council Chambers located at 8401 NW 53rd Terrace, Doral, Florida, 33166. 

The City of Doral proposes to adopt the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE No. 2018-15

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DORAL, 
FLORIDA, APPROVING/DENYING AN AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 35, “SPECIAL 
EVENTS”, ARTICLE II, “OUTDOOR EVENTS” REGULATIONS OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

HEARING NO.: 18-08-DOR-03
APPLICANT: City of Doral
REQUEST: Amendment to Chapter 35, “Special Events”, Article II, “Outdoor Events” Regulations of 
the Code of Ordinances. The purpose of this amendment is to update and clarify the special event 
regulations in order to make the process more efficient and flexible. 

Location Map

Information relating the subject application is on file and may be examined in the City of Doral, Planning 
and Zoning Department Located at 8401 NW 53rd Terrace, Doral, FL. 33166. All persons are invited 
to appear at this meeting or be represented by an agent, or to express their views in writing addressed 
to the City Clerk, 8401 NW 53rd Terrace, Doral, Fl. 33166. Maps and other data pertaining to these 
applications are available for public inspection during normal business hours in City Hall. Any persons 
wishing to speak at a public hearing should register with the City Clerk prior to that item being heard. 
Inquiries regarding the item may be directed to the Planning and Zoning Department at 305-59-DORAL. 

Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes If a person decides to appeal any decisions made by the 
City Council with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, they will need a record of 
the proceedings and, for such purpose, may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings 
is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. This 
notice does not constitute consent by the City for introduction or admission of otherwise inadmissible 
or irrelevant evidence, nor does it authorize challenges or appeals not otherwise allowed by law. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, all persons who are disabled and who need special 
accommodations to participate in this meeting because of that disability should contact the Planning 
and Zoning Department at 305-59-DORAL no later than three (3) business days prior to the proceeding.

NOTE:  If you are not able to communicate, or are not comfortable expressing yourself, in the English 
language, it is your responsibility to bring with you an English-speaking interpreter when conducting 
business at the City of Doral during the zoning application process up to, and including, appearance 
at a hearing. This person may be a friend, relative or someone else. A minor cannot serve as a valid 
interpreter. The City of Doral DOES NOT provide interpretation services during the zoning application 
process or during any quasi-judicial proceeding.

NOTA: Si usted no está en capacidad de comunicarse, o no se siente cómodo al expresarse en inglés, es 
de su responsabilidad traer un intérprete del idioma inglés cuando trate asuntos públicos o de negocios 
con la Ciudad de Doral durante el proceso de solicitudes de zonificación, incluyendo su comparecencia 
a una audiencia. Esta persona puede ser un amigo, familiar o alguien que le haga la traducción durante 
su comparecencia a la audiencia. Un menor de edad no puede ser intérprete. La Ciudad de Doral NO 
suministra servicio de traducción durante ningún procedimiento durante el proceso de solicitudes de 
zonificación. 

Connie Diaz, CMC 
City Clerk
City of Doral 
8/8 18-35/0000338291M

by Verena Dobnik

Hundreds of thousands of garment 
workers once toiled in the sweaty, el-
bow-to-elbow workshops of midtown 
Manhattan before the whirring of sew-
ing machines was mostly silenced by 
foreign competition.

But the city’s garment district isn’t 
dead yet.

A group of manufacturers, landlords, 
designers and politicians has a plan to 
preserve a remnant of the garment in-
dustry in a neighborhood where about 
5,000 people are still employed in work-
shops mostly serving higher-end design-
ers, while doing away with zoning rules 
that critics said put onerous restrictions 
on prime real estate.

City Hall wants to preserve at least 
300,000 square feet for garment manu-
facturing, but allow real estate develop-
ers to bring in more 21st century busi-
nesses. Property owners have already 
pledged to fill 300,000 square feet with 
apparel manufacturing, and the city is 
seeking to add more. For now, that’s 
millions of fewer square feet than fac-
tories occupied in the industry’s glory 
days from the 1920s to the 1960s.

The plan, if approved by the City 
Council, would lift 1987 zoning that re-
served about 4 million square feet of space 
in the garment district’s high-rises for 
apparel-production businesses. Today’s 
garment workshops occupy only an es-
timated 700,000 square feet, according 
to the city’s Economic Development Corp.

And many say that number will 
likely dwindle away without the city’s 
protection.

“The truth is, it’s a dying indus-
try in the garment district, and who 
knows what would have happened to 
the remaining jobs without the city’s 
intervention,” said EDC spokeswoman 
Stephanie Baez.

A Council vote is expected in the 
next few months, after more reviews to 
tweak details. Under the plan, landlords 
would get a tax break for setting aside 
at least 25,000 square feet in a building 
for manufacturers, with tenants offered 
the option to sign leases for at least 15 
years. The city would also spend $20 
million to acquire a building that would 
be dedicated to manufacturing.

The proposal represents a retreat 
from an earlier plan that would have 
done away with special protections en-
tirely. That idea had been opposed by 
representatives of New York City’s fash-
ion design and theater industries, which 
still need highly skilled garment work-
ers close by.

“The New York fashion world de-
pends on the Garment Center’s tight-
knit cluster of specialty suppliers and 
skilled workers,” said Manhattan 
Borough President Gale Brewer, who 
teamed with Council Speaker Corey 
Johnson to craft the new plan.

Gabrielle Ferrara, who with her 
mother runs Ferrara Manufacturing, 
one of the neighborhood’s largest gar-
ment factories, said she supports the 
plan. Something needs to be done, she 
said, to stabilize the shrinking district.

“We’re at a crisis point, 100 percent 
at a crisis point,” said Ferrara, whose 
30-year-old business employs about 
70 people and works with high-end  
designers.

“When the city talks about investing 
in machinery and technology, the fact is, 
you can’t invest without permanent real 
estate space,” she said. “I’m nervous for 
the two-thirds of the industry with short 
leases of just months or a year; there’s 
no safety net for them.”

As recently as 1960, many of the 
clothes sold in the United States were 
made in Manhattan’s garment district, 
where the city now proposes to preserve 
apparel-production space from 35th to 
40th streets, just south of Times Square, 
and from Broadway to Ninth Avenue.

Remnants of the old district remain. 
On the second floor of a massive build-
ing on West 37th Street is Absolute 
Couture, where ethnic Chinese workers 
sit all day at rows of sewing machines, 
not unlike the old days, at first glance.

But the workers are better paid and 
more skilled than the ones who once 
eked out a living in shifts of 12 hours or 
more, with an occasional rat or mouse 
scurrying by. Workers overheard on 
the street now speak Spanish, Arabic, 
Chinese and Korean, with Yiddish still 
spoken by Jewish businessmen who 
once dominated the district.

Verena Dobnik reports for the Associated 
Press.

BeBeto Matthews/associated press

Neoscape, a creative agency, occupies space in a former garment manufacturing building in 
New York’s Garment District. Hundreds of thousands of garment workers once toiled in the 
sweaty, elbow-to-elbow workshops of midtown Manhattan before the whirring of sewing ma-
chines was mostly silenced by foreign competition

More Change Ahead for New 
York’s Shrinking Garment District

BANKING/ FINANCE

A14   dailybusinessreview.com    WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8, 2018    DAILY BUSINESS REVIEW      


