
CITY OF DORAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

All residents, property owners and other interested parties are hereby notified of a VIRTUAL COUNCIL 
ZONING MEETING on Wednesday, May 13, 2020 beginning at 11:30 AM, to consider the following 
amendment to the City of Doral’s Zoning Map. The City Council will consider this item for FIRST 
READING. The meeting will be held with the elected officials, administration and City staff participating 
via video conferencing.

Governor DeSantis’ Executive Order Number 20-69 suspended the requirements of Section 112.286, 
Florida Statutes and the Florida Sunshine Law, that a quorum to be present in person, and that a local 
government body meet at a specific public place. The Executive Order also allows local government 
bodies to utilize communications media technology, such as telephonic and video conferencing for local 
government body meetings.

Public Comment: members of the public that wish to provide comments may do so by emailing the City 
Clerk at cityclerk@cityofdoral.com. Comments must be submitted with your name and full address by 
Tuesday, May 12, 2020. The comments will be circulated to the elected officials and administration, as 
well as remain as a part of the record for the meeting.

The meeting will be broadcasted live for members of the public to view on the City of Doral’s website 
(https://www.cityofdoral.com/government/city-clerk/council-meetings) as well as Channel 77 and 
Facebook Live.

The City of Doral proposes to adopt the following Ordinance:

ORDINANCE No. 2020-08

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DORAL, FLORIDA, 
APPROVING/DENYING AN AMENDMENT TO THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF DORAL 
DESIGNATING A NEW VOLUNTARY OVERLAY DISTRICT ENTITLED “DOWNTOWN ARTS REUSE 
DISTRICT” LOCATED NORTH OF DOWNTOWN DORAL, CONSISTING OF APPROXIMATELY 113 
ACRES, BOUNDED BY NW 87 AVENUE ON THE WEST, NW 58 STREET ON THE NORTH, NW 79 
AVENUE ON THE EAST AND NW 54 STREET ON THE SOUTH; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

HEARING NO.: 20-05-DOR-09

APPLICANT: City of Doral

LOCATION: Area located north of Downtown Doral, bounded by NW 87th Avenue on the west, NW 58th 
street on the north, NW 79th Avenue on the east and NW 54th Street on the south. 

REQUEST: The City of Doral (the “Applicant”) is requesting Mayor and City Council approval for an 
amendment to the City of Doral’s Official Zoning Map designating a new voluntary overlay district 
entitled “Doral Arts Reuse District”. 

Location Map

Inquiries regarding the item may be directed to the Planning and Zoning Department at 305-59-DORAL. 

Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes If a person decides to appeal any decisions made by 
the City Council with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, they will need a 
record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is 
to be based. This notice does not constitute consent by the City for introduction or admission of 
otherwise inadmissible or irrelevant evidence, nor does it authorize challenges or appeals not otherwise 
allowed by law. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person who are disabled 
and who need special accommodations to participate in this meeting because of that disability should 
contact the Planning and Zoning Department at 305-59-DORAL no later than three (3) business days 
prior to the proceeding.

Connie Diaz, MMC 
City Clerk
City of Doral 
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by Amanda Bronstad

JPMorgan Chase Bank and two of 
its largest clients, Ruth’s Chris and 
Phunware Inc., face allegations in a new 
class action that they profited off the 
$349 billion loan program for COVID-19 
relief by shutting out small businesses.

The lawsuit, filed Friday by Chicago 
plaintiffs attorney Jay Edelson, names all 
three companies and comes one day af-
ter Ruth’s Chris announced that it would 
return $20 million received through the 
Paycheck Protection Program, part of 
the $2 trillion COVID-19 stimulus pack-
age passed last month.

“As the federal government was ramp-
ing up to allow small businesses to apply 
for PPP loans, Chase decided to ensure 
that its favored clients would be provided 
special assistance to make sure their loan 
applications were submitted quickly, ac-
curately, and without a hitch,” said the 
complaint, filed by Sha-Poppin Gourmet 
Popcorn, a gourmet popcorn distributor. 
“Everyone else, meanwhile, would have to 
try to submit an application through a non-
functional web portal—or look elsewhere.”

Sha-Poppin said it ended up getting 
a $6,000 loan from a smaller bank after 
struggling to apply for a $19,000 one 
from Chase.

A Ruth’s Chris representative de-
clined to comment about the lawsuit. On 
Thursday, Ruth’s Chris, based in Winter 
Park, Florida, agreed to return $20 mil-
lion it received through the program. 
Other companies, like Shake Shack, 
made similar moves following a grow-
ing backlash from small businesses.

“We were eligible for this assistance, 
and our goal was to utilize funds to keep as 
many of our team members working for 
as long as possible, cover 100% of health-
care benefits, and position Ruth’s Chris to 
rebuild its workforce as quickly as pos-
sible,” wrote Cheryl Henry, CEO of parent 
company Ruth’s Hospitality Group, in an 
emailed statement. “We intended to repay 
this loan in adherence with government 
guidelines. As we learned more about the 
funding limitations of the program and 
the unintended impact, we have decided 
to accelerate that repayment. We remain 
dedicated to protecting our hardworking 
team. It is our hope that these funds are 
loaned to another company to protect 
their employees, just as we intended.”

Representatives from JPMorgan and 
Austin, Texas-based Phunware, a mobile 

application development platform that, 
according to the lawsuit, received $3 
million from President Donald Trump’s 
reelection campaign in 2019, did not re-
spond to requests for comment.

The suit by Edelson, of Edelson 
PC, is the latest to target the Paycheck 
Protection Program, part of the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security Act, or CARES Act. The pro-
gram, designed to fund more than two 
months of payroll expenses to small 
businesses, ran out of money April 16, 
less than two weeks after it launched, 
according to the Small Business 
Administration. Congress anticipates 
adding another $310 billion to the fund, 
but critics contend that banks and pub-
lic companies have taken advantage of 
the program by edging out small-busi-
ness applicants.

Class actions filed Sunday alleged 
that JPMorgan Chase, Wells Fargo & 
Co., Bank of America and U.S. Bank 
prioritized larger loan applicants in 
order to generate $6 billion in origina-
tion fees. The suits cited SBA statistics 
revealing that, through April 13, 15% 
of the loans processed were for those 
seeking the smallest loan amounts of 
less than $150,000. However, in the fi-
nal days of the program, through April 
16, those loans amounted to more than 
17%, showing the banks reshuffled the 
application process to leave small busi-
nesses the last to receive funding.

Friday’s suit cites similar statistics. 
It also notes that Phunware, which ap-
pointed former JPMorgan Chase execu-
tive Blythe Masters to the head of its board 
after Congress passed the Paycheck 
Protection Program, got the “white glove 
treatment” from Chase, which approved 
its $3 million loan within days.

The lawsuit noted that Ruth’s Chris 
returned $20 million, but, it says, “the 
damage was done.”

“Hundreds of small businesses like and 
including plaintiff missed an opportunity 
to receive their maximum potential PPP 
loans in a timely manner due to Ruth’s 
Chris’s (and Chase’s) actions, and there is 
no guarantee they ever will,” the suit says. 
“Ruth’s Chris’s walk-back cannot undo the 
lost opportunities, lost time value of money, 
and unnecessary stress incurred by these 
small businesses and their owners.”

Amanda Bronstad is the ALM staff reporter 
covering class actions and mass torts nation-
wide. Contact her at abronstad@alm.com.
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The lawsuit comes one day after Ruth’s Chris announced that it would return $20 million re-
ceived through the Paycheck Protection Program.

Chase Bank, Ruth’s Chris Sued 
Over COVID-19 Relief Loans
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