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CITY OF DORAL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

All residents, property owners and other interested parties are hereby notified of a Council Zoning 
Meeting on Wednesday, March 21, 2018, beginning at 6:00 PM. The purpose of this public hearing is 
to review and approve the proposed site plan for the Shoppes at 97 Ave to be located at the southeast 
corner of NW 58 Street and NW 97 Avenue. This meeting will be held at the City of Doral, Government 
Center, Council Chambers located at 8401 NW 53rd Terrace, Doral, FL. 33166. 

The City of Doral proposes to adopt the following Resolution:

RESOLUTION No. 18-

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DORAL, 
FLORIDA, APPROVING/DENYING THE SITE PLAN FOR THE SHOPPES AT 97 AVE, 
LOCATED AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF NW 58 STREET AND NW 97 AVENUE, CITY 
OF DORAL, FLORIDA, 33122; PROVIDING FOR IMPLEMENTATION; AND PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE

HEARING NO.: 18-03-DOR-11
APPLICANT: Alejandro J. Arias, Esq on behalf of 97 Property, LLC 
PROJECT NAME: The Shoppes at 97th Ave
LOCATION: The subject property is generally located at the southeast corner of NW 58th Street and 
NW 97th Avenue, City of Doral, Florida.
SIZE OF PROPERTY: 4.4 +/- Acres
Folio No.: 35-3021-001-0311
REQUEST: Alejandro J. Arias, Esq on behalf of 97 Property, LLC (the applicant) is proposing to develop 
a retail project with approximately 37,845 sq. ft. of retail, service, and restaurant uses. The project will 
also include 54,080 sq. ft. of open space. 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The West 1/2 of Tract 32, LESS the North 40 feet, in Section 21, Township 53 
South, Range 40 East, FLORIDA FRUIT LAND COMPANY’S SUBDIVISION NO. 1, according to the Plat 
thereof, as recorded in Plat Book 2, Page 17, of the Public Records of Miami-Dade County, Florida. 

Location Map

Information relating to this request is on file and may be examined in the City of Doral, Planning and 
Zoning Department located at 8401 NW 53rd Terrace, Doral, Fl. 33166. All persons are invited to 
appear at this meeting or be represented by an agent, or to express their views in writing addressed 
to the City Clerk, 8401 NW 53rd Terrace, Doral, Fl. 33166. Maps and other data pertaining to these 
applications are available for public inspection during normal business hours in City Hall. Any persons 
wishing to speak at a public hearing should register with the City Clerk prior to that item being heard. 
Inquiries regarding the item may be directed to the Planning and Zoning Department at 305-59-DORAL. 

Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes If a person decides to appeal any decisions made by the 
City Council with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, they will need a record of 
the proceedings and, for such purpose, may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings 
is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. This 
notice does not constitute consent by the City for introduction or admission of otherwise inadmissible 
or irrelevant evidence, nor does it authorize challenges or appeals not otherwise allowed by law. 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, all persons who are disabled and who need 
special accommodations to participate in this meeting because of that disability should contact the 
Planning and Zoning Department at 305-59-DORAL no later than three (3) business days prior to the 
proceeding.

NOTE:  If you are not able to communicate, or are not comfortable expressing yourself, in the English 
language, it is your responsibility to bring with you an English-speaking interpreter when conducting 
business at the City of Doral during the zoning application process up to, and including, appearance 
at a hearing. This person may be a friend, relative or someone else. A minor cannot serve as a valid 
interpreter. The City of Doral DOES NOT provide translation services during the zoning application 
process or during any quasi-judicial proceeding.

NOTA: Si usted no está en capacidad de comunicarse, o no se siente cómodo al expresarse en inglés, es 
de su responsabilidad traer un intérprete del idioma inglés cuando trate asuntos públicos o de negocios 
con la Ciudad de Doral durante el proceso de solicitudes de zonificación, incluyendo su comparecencia 
a una audiencia. Esta persona puede ser un amigo, familiar o alguien que le haga la traducción durante 
su comparecencia a la audiencia. Un menor de edad no puede ser intérprete. La Ciudad de Doral NO 
suministra servicio de traducción durante ningún procedimiento o durante el proceso de solicitudes de 
zonificación. 

Connie Diaz, CMC 
City Clerk
City of Doral
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by Steve Karnowski

General Mills announced a deal to 
create South Dakota’s largest organic 
crop farm as the company works to 
secure enough organic ingredients 
to meet growing consumer demand 
worldwide.

Gunsmoke Farms will convert 
34,000 acres, more than 53 square 
miles, near Pierre to organic by 2020, 
where it will grow organic wheat 
for General Mills’ popular Annie’s 
Macaroni & Cheese line.

General Mills, which is guaranteeing 
a market for the wheat, is working with 
Madison, Wisconsin-based Midwestern 
BioAg to develop the crop rotation and 
soil-building program needed for such a 
large farm to go organic.

“We’re kind of obsessed with soil,” 
Carla Vernon, president of General 
Mills’ Annie’s unit in Berkeley, 
California, told The Associated Press 
ahead of the announcement. “And 
that’s because we know the power of 
soil is big.”

Golden Valley, Minnesota-based 
General Mills, like many other food 
companies, has ambitious environ-
mental goals, and like other big in-
dustry players it has bought smaller 
brands and tweaked its own products 
to appeal to consumers who want 
more organic and natural products. It 
wants to double its organic acreage by 
2020 and to cut greenhouse gas emis-
sions 28 percent by 2025 throughout 
its supply chain all the way down to 
consumers, because it believes cli-
mate change will be bad for business. 
The company’s chief sustainability 
officer, Jerry Lynch, said it’s on pace 
to meet its organic acreage goal well 
ahead of schedule.

Lynch said the project is one of sev-
eral sites where General Mills is pilot-
testing the same regenerative practices. 
The company will measure results in 
sequestering carbon in the soil, increas-
ing biodiversity on the landscape and 
bringing socioeconomic benefits to local 
communities.

Gunsmoke Farms will also carve out 
around 3,000 acres of pollinator habi-
tat in cooperation with the Portland, 
Oregon-based Xerces Society. General 
Mills and Xerces announced a partner-
ship in 2016 to add more than 100,000 
acres of bee and butterfly habitat on or 
near existing crop lands.

General Mills bought Annie’s — a 
brand known for its rabbit logo and 
bunny-shaped snacks — in 2014 for 
$820 million. While Gunsmoke Farms 
will become a huge supplier, Vernon 
pointed out that Annie’s also works with 
small farms. It’s partnering now with 
two farmers in Montana who use re-
generative practices, and it will roll out 
single-source, limited-edition organic 
macaroni and cheese and bunny gra-
ham crackers this month.

South Dakota doesn’t have much or-
ganic agriculture now: just 86 certified 
farms with 115,780 total acres during 

the 2016 growing season, according to 
U.S. Department of Agriculture statis-
tics. And a little more than half that is 
pasture or rangeland rather than crop 
acres.

Gunsmoke Farms is owned by San 
Francisco-based TPG, a private global 
investment company with an interest 
in sustainability. TPG bought the farm 
recently from Fargo, North Dakota-
based R.D. Offutt Co., best known as a 
potato company, which used it primar-
ily to grow conventional wheat, corn, 
soybeans and sunflowers. Midwestern 
BioAg will work with local managers on 
the three-year process of converting the 
land to organic.

Gary Zimmer, founder of Midwestern 
BioAg, said it’s his biggest project yet 
in 30 years of converting land to or-
ganic. He said the land at Gunsmoke 
Farms needs natural waterways re-es-
tablished, as well as cover crops, no-till 
practices and the addition of lots of trace 
minerals.

Since the area is fairly dry, he said, 
it needs deeply rooted plants to trap 
rainwater and to build up organic 
matter in the soil. The crop rotation 
will include legumes such as peas, clo-
ver and alfalfa, which add nitrogen to 
fertilize the soil.

“I think everybody’s going to be 
watching it, so we have to make sure we 
do a lot of things right,” he said.

Steve Karnowski reports for the 
Associated Press.
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Gunsmoke Farms will convert 34,000 acres to 
organic by 2020, where it will grow organic 
wheat for General Mills’ popular Annie’s 
Macaroni & Cheese line.
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